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December Article 

Happy holiday everyone.  I 

am hoping that you all had a 

great Thanksgiving and that 

your plans for the upcoming 

Christmas find you with 

friends, family, and plenty of 

great food.  As for Aubre and 

I, well, November was a busy 

month with a trip to Cancun for a week, followed by three 

days of work, then traveling to Bend/Portland.  But we 

made it through in just enough time to start getting ready for 

Christmas. 

The great thing about these holidays, besides the tasty food 

and gifts, is that we have a chance to think about the previ-

ous year as we begin to slide into 2017.  For me, this has 

been a great year and one major part of that is having been 

Commodore. 

When I started down this path a few years ago, I had a lot 

of angst about how this was going to go.  I did start out a bit 

slow, but luckily for me, I had Ken coming up right behind 

me.  Those times I may have been a bit behind in the curve 

were often picked up by Ken as we moved through the 
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2016 CYCT Officers & Board Members 

years.  So I want to take this time to thank Ken for all he 

has done to support me and the club over the past few 

years and also tell him going into next year, I am here to 

return the favors. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Gardyloo Consulting LLC 

Eric Nelson - Manager 

253-380-3947  gardyconsult@gmail.com  

Residential and Commercial New and Renovation Work 

Construction Management and Estimating, Constructability Reviews, Site 

Planning, Work Scope Development 

Erosion and Sediment Control Design, Review, and Monitoring 

I also want to thank Paul Case.  Going into this year, there 

were a number of tasks that had been started by Paul that 

had a lot of foundations already set as I went into my Com-

modore year.  A number of them we were able to knock off 

early on in the year with successful endings.  I hope that 

the number of issues I have championed as the year has 

gone on does the same thing for Ken.  My hope was to 

leave my post by passing on a club that is strong so that 

the work is easier on my successor – we’ll see how that 

plays out, but I think we are going to be OK. 

To the rest of the Board and those who have spent their 

time through our Board Meetings, general meetings, and 

(Continued from page 2) 

Commodore 

phone calls/e-mails, listening to my batty ideas and stupid 

questions, your work is always appreciated and I thank 

you for your support.  For those filling such positions 

again next year, thank you for your time and energy. 

More shall be said at the Christmas Party at the Browns 

Point Improvement Club on December 16
th
 – hope to see 

you all there.  This is a great time to get together and just 

enjoy the season.  Yeah, the white elephant gift ex-

change will be back, as will the food and the company!  

Looking forward to seeing you all there. 

We will then end the year on New Years at the Club-

house.  With the expectation of this being a colder winter 

season than in the past, I expect that the fire will be roar-

ing.  Start digging out those hats and gloves, I think you 

are going to need them.  I am going to predict snow on 

the ground for New Years….. 

Next year will start with the Commodore’s Ball on Janu-

ary 20
th
 to celebrate Ken’s ascension to the throne. Invi-

tation should be out next week, but save that date!  We 

will again be treated to the sound of the Tropics as we 

have in the past, and this will also be at the Browns Point 

Improvement Club. 

But this year is not done.  We did some boat racing to do 

at Tacoma Yacht Club last weekend – our yearly, much 

tortured trip around Vashon Island.  We always hope to 

see impressive results from our club!   

Finally, I want to wish everyone a happy holiday season.  

Enjoy family and friends and the excitement of Christmas 

Morning, keep the egg nog intake to an acceptable level, 

don’t eat EVERYTHING you see, be careful on the roads, 

and most of all, remember what the season is about. 

 

Eric Nelson 

Commodore 

S/V Gardyloo 

mailto:gardyconsult@gmail.com
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I Feel Like a Geico          

Commercial 

“When you write a December 

article you reflect, that’s what 

you do.” 

It’s been a hell of a year.  I 

was going to say “not one I’d 

care to repeat.”  But that bears 

some parsing.  Work wise this 

has been the toughest, most stressful year I’ve ever expe-

rienced and I’ve been earning a paycheck since 1975!  It’s 

as if everything has been colored by that one part of my 

life. 

But then I thought about the year.  The second year with 

granddaughter Rylie and the first with granddaughter 

Phoebe—Now I understand why grandparents are so stu-

pid-ga-ga,  Wanna see a picture? 

And there’s my boat, Naughty By Nature, my happy place.  

Yes, she needed a heart transplant mid-year.  But hey, 

what’s 20 grand between friends.  It was hard to arrange 

the details but it sure was worth it.  Boat time is special 

time. 

And I can’t forget the lovely and gracious Mrs. St. John.  

She’s stuck beside me all along since we were 15 years 

old.  (Well there were those six weeks she broke up with 

me in 1976….)  I don’t always appreciate it at the time, but 

she provides perspective. 

I found my way back into a church family—something I 

had missed and which is an important part of my life. 

One of the biggest things to keep me sane though has 

been this club.  The cruises, the races, heck—even the 

board meetings are a welcome respite (it’s not just a sail-

boat) from a very stressful life.  In fact, I’m afraid I wear my 

heart on my face and at our last board meeting, when I 

walked in, Jen Tenney just handed me her glass of wine 

and said “here, I’m not going to drink this!” 

And we kept the club going another year.  Added some 

great new members.  Lost a few.  Strengthened the prem-

ier racing program in the area with a great new asset in 

Romeo Charlie 2016.  Got our own dinghy dock going.  

Not bad. 

The part of my job I feared, securing speakers for the club, 

was easy and we got to learn all about some of the boating 

and sailing resources in our neighborhood.  Sea Scouts, 

Sound Experience, Citizens for a Healthy Bay, The Taco-

ma Seaport, the Vessel Traffic System and even Ride the 

Ducks of Seattle. 

And as we end 2016, so we end Commodore Eric Nel-

son’s “Reign of Terror” and launch into Commodore Ken 

St. John’s “Year of Benevolent Neglect”.  No that won’t 

work.  “Year of Various Distractions”?  I’ll work on it. 

Incoming Rear Commodore Janice VanRavenswaay 

asked me what my legacy as commodore would be and I 

replied “really well run meetings.”  I hadn’t thought about 

it.  I have since. 

We are a club of sailors, not of boat owners.  We’re not 

here to provide a tax write off or a restaurant to take cli-

ents to.  We race, we cruise, we strive to get better at 

what we do and we believe in the power of doing this with 

others. 

Our racing and cruising programs are strong.  Our educa-

tion program is getting stronger.  Our women’s sailing 

program has the possibility of being something special.  

So let’s work on the second two without taking our foot off 

of the gas on the first two. 

Let’s figure out how to not only get new members but 

keep them.  Can we encourage the many people who 

take advantage of our racing to finally join?  Is there a 

way to keep financial hardship from keeping folks out of 

the club?  Can we broaden our base of who we appeal to 

without losing our identity? 

Lots to think about! 

Finally, can we continue to strengthen our relationships 

with the rest of the boating community around us so that 

we have an impact and aren’t just “the other Corinthian 

Yacht Club.”? 

Hey—and what about movie night and bonfire at the club 

house!    

I’m looking for a great year ahead.  Work is changing—

hopefully for the better.  We have a great team already in 

place and I’m looking to add on. 

I look forward to seeing folks at the upcoming potluck and 

the “you never know what you’ll get” New Year’s Eve par-

ty. 

 

Ken St. John 

Vice Commodore 

S/V Naughty By Nature 

Vice 

Commodore 
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Racing 

I'M GETTING EXCITED!! Things 
are happening!  

What you say.. there's no CYCT 
Racing, so what's to get excited 
about?  

New things!  Changes! Changes 
to the Winter Harbor Series. The 
dates are moved to 1/21/17, 
2/4/17 and 3/4/17.  

These are moved to allow for a 
weekend break between the South 
Sound Series and our Harbor 
Races.  

NEXT, the start-line. We will be moving the start-line for our 
medium distance races to the area of Dumas Bay.   This is to 
reach out to our sister clubs TTPYC, TYC, GHYC and others to 
accommodate their racers with a doable delivery distance. Watch 
for the NOR's and SI's.  

The other part of this is to urge our racers to participate in our 
fellow south sound club races.  

To grow yacht racing we need to think a little bit more regionally. 
Watch this site for coming upgrades in your Racing.  Please feel 
free to pass and thoughts our way. 

GET READY!  IT'S COMING!  2017 CYCT RACING!  

 

Don Kimball 

Race Captain 

S/V Kool Cat 

Times are a changin'. It is that 
times of year. We take stock of 
the past year and get ready to 
move into a new one.  

It has indeed been my pleasure 
serving you as Rear Commo-
dore. I look forward to my new 
duties as Vice. New challenges, 
hard acts to follow. I'm fortunate 
to be part of a great team, so I'll 
have plenty of support.  

Upmost at this year end, I reflect on all the pleasures and 

joys I have enjoyed through CYCT. To each of you I wish 

a Merry Christmas and a promising New Year. See you at 

the Christmas Party! NOW.. what lame gift can I get for 

the white elephant gif exchange? 

 

Don Kimball 

Rear Commodore 

S/V Cool Kat 

 

Rear 

 

Editor’s Note—The tentative 2017 race calendar is on page 5.  Mmost of the date wrangling is through 

but this still needs to be checked against the “official” race calendar by Don and the race crew.  Keep your 

eye on CYCT .com 

It’s the CYCT Christmas Pot Luck 
(and December general meeting) 

Friday, December 16th at 6:00 PM 

Browns Point Improvement Club 

201 Ton A Wan Da Ave NE  

Tacoma, WA 98422  

 

The club will provide the ham and tur-
key. 

Commodores will provide hot buttered 
rum 

You provide the rest! 

Bring a white elephant gift and 
something for the food bank 

 

You might see Don Taco 
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Saturday January 21 Harbor Series #1 

Saturday February 4 Harbor Series #2 

Wednesday February 27 Browns Point 

Saturday March 4 Harbor Series #3 

Wednesday April 12 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Saturday April 15 Spring Single-hand 

Wednesday April 19 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday April 26 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday May 3 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday May 10 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday May 17 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday May 24 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday May 31 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday June 7 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday June 14 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Saturday June 17 Three Hour Tour #1 

Wednesday June 21 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday June 28 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday July 5 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Saturday July 8 Three Hour Tour #2 

Wednesday July 12 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday July 19 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Saturday July 29 Three Hour Tour #3 

Wednesday August 2 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday August 9 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday August 16 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday August 23 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Saturday September 2 Windseeker's Awards Race 

Saturday September 16 Point Series #1 

Saturday September 30 Point Series #2 

Saturday October 7 Sailor's Memorial Single-hand 

Saturday October 21 Point Series #3 

2017 Tentative Race Calendar 
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The Wacky Commodores 

Cruise took place at Arabel-

la's Landing in Gig Harbor on 

November 19-20 with early 

arrivals on Friday the 18th, 

and coincided with the Le 

Mans Race on Saturday. To-

tal number of boats who 

came to the cruise were sev-

en, and as always land 

yachters were welcomed. 

Shopping is always fun in Gig Harbor and during the holi-

days it's fun to see the local businesses decorate their store 

front windows with all sorts of Christmas decorations.  

Saturday evening everyone brought various foods to share 

and a few entered their chowder creations to be judged by 

the hungry masses.  The winner of the Chowder Cook Off 

went to Cindy Craig. Way to go Cindy!  Thank you to those 

who participated, and to the Ballantine's for counting the 

ballots and providing the prizes. I would like to extend a 

welcome and thank you for some of the Le Mans partici-

pants from Dulcinea who came to have a meal with us and 

get a feel of the fun we have. Hope you will return and tell 

your friends what a fun time you had.  

We can't forget about the Wacky costumes. Although they 

are not required, it is a sight to see the creativity. A Cos-

tume Stroll gave everyone an opportunity to view the array 

of costumes and a chance to cheer for their favorite for the 

coveted Best Costume. We had Cross Ballentines), Nun 

and Captain Ron's Cousin (Morales), A Bad Mom 

and  Drunkin' Sailor (Janice VanRavenswaay and Jeremy 

Bush), Graham Quacker and a Duck Tourist (St. Johns), a 

Belly Dancer and a Rock Star (Kimballs). 

Best Costume went to Janice VanRavenswaay and Jeremy 

Bush. Congratulations.  

Don Taco was superb as usual with his songs and debuted 

a new song called "Just One More".  His inspiration is a 

certain person who always over-pours and somehow refills 

appear when you least expect it. I'll let you ponder that 

one.  

Leif Green, a crew member on Dulcinea, is a songwriter 

and guitar player. He sang a song he wrote called "Seattle 

Cruising 

Snow".  It was beautiful and showcased the beauty of snow 

in Seattle. Thank you to Jim Leising for playing his fiddle 

and Jeremy Bush for also strumming a guitar. Lots of talent 

in that room! 

What could be more fun than a movie and popcorn? Not 

just any movie. A premier showing of "Captain 

Ron"!  Thank you to the St. Johns. 

After hours were spent on La Gitana. Rich and I welcomed 

all with margaritas and snacks. It was our first cruise on 

her. For those that don't know, she is a 1997 Hunter 376. 

Her name means "The Gypsy".  

A hot breakfast was provided by the Commodores on Sun-

day morning. Before we knew it everyone packed up and 

said goodbye. Another successful cruise.  My sincerest 

thanks to everyone who helped put this cruise together. 

Rich and I will be staying on as Fleet Captains Cruising for 

the next 2 years. It has been our pleasure to be a part of 

CYCT. I would invite anyone to perhaps seek a position 

within the club, like Historian, or at least volunteer to help 

out. Volunteering is how we have gotten to know so many 

of you which eventually led to the Cruising Chair position.  

 

Don’t miss the following, upcoming events: 

December 16, Club Christmas Party 6pm  

Brown's Point Improvement Club 

201 Tan A Wan Da Ave NE 

Tacoma, Wa 98422 

 **Bring food donation.  Side or dessert and White Elephant 

Gift.  

December 31, UnCruise at Club House, Tyee II, 7pm.  

The grill will be up if you want to bring something to grill, 

sides, BYOB. Dress for weather and bring comfy chairs 

and warm blankets.  

 

January 20,  Commodores Ball  

Look for your invitations in the mail soon.  

 

Fair winds, 

Rich and Angie Morales 

Fleet Captains Cruising 

S/V La Gitana air winds, 
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Chris and Janet Wenderoth 

S/V Respite 

 

http://www.sailblogs.com/

member/respite/ 

  

Members 

Abroad 

Bev and Lew Channing 

S/V Suzanne 

 

www.sailblogs.com/

member/channing/  

Keep track of our non-resident 
members as they live the life we only 

dream of! 

Dennis and Becky Flannigan 

S/V Kokomo 

After 10 years of dream-
ing we are off. Follow 
along as we move 
about the globe fixing 
our boat in different cul-
tures and exotic places.  

http://

www.kokomosailing.com/ 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/respite/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/respite/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
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December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Check CYCT.com for additional information on meetings and races Photo by   Ken St. John 

Un-Cruise 

CYCT Club-

house 

NO MONDAY 

GENERAL 

MEETING 

A reminder—the December 

General Meeting takes place at 

the Christmas Potluck 

CYCT       

Christmas  

Potluck        

BPIC 

January 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Commodore’s 

Ball 

BPIC 

7 PM General 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

7 PM Board 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

Harbor Series 

Race #1 

Christmas 
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Saw it on facebook  
Please contact Julie regarding members 

who could use a little “sunshine”. 

Julie St. John      

S/V Naughty By Nature 

juliesgarden@gmail.com  

253-632-3273 

Happy Birthday to our CYCT 

Members 

Sunshine 

 

On The Cover 

The start of the 

LeMans 

Photo by  

Julie St. john 

CYCT has a Facebook page open only to 

members of the CYCT!  To join, search for  

the group “Corinthian Yacht Club Tacoma” 

and request membership. 

I’M CONFUSED 

Beverly Channing December 2 

Laura Crews December 6 

Kenneth St. John December 8 

Jack Harris December 10 

Donald Kimball December 10 

Jack Hovey December 15 

Marilyn Thordarson December 19 

Julie St. John December 20 

Brock VanRavenswaay December 26 

Elena Wagner December 28 

Donette Parry December 31 

Karen Walker December 31 

mailto:juliesgarden@gmail.com
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Secretary 

CYCT General Meeting Minutes 2016 

CYCT General Meeting Minutes 2016 

Month: November 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Our Vice Commodore, Ken St John.  

Guests- Anthony and Sarah who are both interested in crewing. They are friends of Laura Crews. And Stephanie 

Arnold’s boyfriend Ben was here as well. 

Motion was made by Joe Salz and seconded by Valerie McKay to approve the October General Meeting minutes as 

posted in the Mainsheet. 

Shining Light Award: no new nominations 

Reports 

 Vice Commodore: Ken St John- no report 

 Rear Commodore: Don Kimball- In Cabo San Lucas, no report 

 Past Commodore: no report 

 Treasurer:  Dana Bachellerie-Gage- In Mexico, no report 

 Secretary: Debbie McAdams- not in Mexico, no report 

 Membership Chair: Janice and Brock Vanravenswaay: We have a new crew member to welcome, Sue Sholin, 

who crews with Stephanie Arnold on the second Second Wind. 

 Fleet Captain Cruising: Angie and Rich Morales: in Mexico. There is a cruise coming this weekend, The Annual 

Wacky Commodore’s Cruise at Arabella’s Landing in Gig Harbor. Call them for reservations. Capt Ron viewing 

party with or without a drinking game. A “Fashion Contest” and a Clam chowder cook-off round out the activities. 

Bring comfy chair and muffin tins for chowder tasting. The Annual Un-cruise is Dec 31 at Tyee Marina. BBQ will 

be out to grill your own items, BYOB and potluck sides, comfy chairs, blankets and dress for weather.  

 Fleet Captain Racing:  Don Kimball- in Mexico, no report 

 Education: Penny Shen – Back is out, no report 

 Social: Open- Dec 16 the Christmas Party will be help at the Browns Point Improvement Club.  CYCT provides 

turkey and ham, and the board provides hot buttered rum fixings. We will do a White Elephant gift exchange, 

bring one to win or steal one, and bring canned and non-perishable food for the Canned Food Drive. Jan 20 

brings the Commodore’s Ball, also at Browns Point Improvement Club. Make sure to RSVP when you receive 

your invitations.  Formal to semi formal attire, a lovely catered meal and a live band will welcome 2017 

Commodore Ken St John. 

 Club Merchandise: Jen Tenney- We have items available, Plus an option to bring in something you own and with 

a $5.00 donation to CYCT Jen will embroider the CYCT burgee and your boat name in the font of your choice. 

Earflap hat are $15.00, beanies and denim shirts for $25, polar fleece blankets $25.00 in black.  

 Mainsheet: Ken St John- it’s out. There is a letter from Denny and Becky Flannigan. They are heading north 

now. Send in articles and stories.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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 Sunshine: Julie St. John- New bionic people, Connie Holbrook.  

 Webmaster:  Kirk Parker— not present, not in Mexico. 

 Historian- Open 

 Long Range Planning:  no report 

 Floating Assets: Joe Salz—We are saving much money over the old RC boat, fewer lost race days, lower fuel 

costs, cheaper moorage and much cheaper repair costs. Joe recommends taking the savings from the new boat 

and putting them in a fund for future next boat or future needs.   

 Publicity:  Cindy Craig- Leman’s Race and Three Tree Point races are coming up, as is Winter Vashon Dec 3 

and Duwamish Head in January. Cindy will make sure the information is on the Racing and CYCT Facebook 

pages and in 48 North. 

 Women’s Sailing: Dana Bachellerie-Gage— in Mexico, no report 

 Trophies: Steve Wagner- Bring back perpetual trophy for engraving by the next general meeting, please. 

 Racing Protests:  Eric Nelson— no Eric, no report 

 PHRF Director:  Eric Nelson— no report 

 PHRF Handicapper:  Ron Holbrook— Measured sail for Jeremy Bush on Shindig. 

 NW Boating Council: Ron Holbrook—no report 

 Dinghies: Eric Nelson- No Eric, but many members are using the dinghy dock for sailing lasers. And we’re 

looking at a rack for kayaks. $10/month starting next month will give you a spot for yours. 

 Commodore’s Report: Eric Nelson- in Mexico.  Thanks for approval for By Law changes. Next year’s budget was 

approved and the cruise budget improved.  

 Old Business— none 

 New Business— none 

 Birthdays announced-  

 

BREAK-  

 

Raffle- and the winners are… 

 White Wine won by Bill Jenks and Cindy Craig 

 Duo of ciders won by Jeremy Bush 

 Yellowtail Merlot won by Ken St John 

 White wine won by Ben Schrader 

 Duo of ciders won by Ron and Connie Holbrook 

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 14) 
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 Red wine won by Steve Wagner 

 Golden Margarita by Kirkland won by Stephanie Arnold 

 Flashlights won by Marv Fritts 

 Nothing won by Deb McAdams for a change 

 

Speaker: No speaker, but our elections are tonight. 

1 ballot per boat, active members only.  

 Boat of the year Nominees are) Naughty by Nature, Wind Wizard, Tatoosh, Raven, Arabesque, 

 USYRU Sportsman of the year nominees are) Steve Ryan, Christine Nelson, Steve Wagoner, Eric Nelson, Matt 

Thomas 

 Sue Edwards Award nominees are) Rich Morales, Cindy Craig, Soo Carter, Julie St John 

 Outstanding Racer of the year- by votes, not by points- nominees are) Jeremy Bush, Ron Holbrook, Ed 

Pinkham, Eric Nelson, Steve Ryan, Cheryl White 

 Cruiser of the year nominees are) Naughty by Nature, Arabesque, Tatoosh, Wind Wizard 

 Club Racer of the year- chosen by points 

 Family of the year nominees are) Tenney family, Van Ravenswaay family, McAdams family, Kimball family, 

Ballentine family  

 Outstanding crew member of the year nominees are) Greg Sandwick, Joe Salz, Michelle Gaspaire, Gary 

Blackmore, Bev Thomas 

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Jen Tenney and seconded by Kelly Berthold.  

The meeting was adjourned at 2100. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Debbie McAdams  

Recording Secretary 

S/V Red Splash 

 

 

(Continued from page 13) 

Phot by Julie St. John 
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Basic Rules 

 You must be a CYCT member or sponsored by a CYCT member to post an item. 

 Each month the CYCT posting member must submit their items for sale before the last week of each month (send your post to                       

kennethstjohn@gmai.com ). 

 Items must be submitted each month or they will not be reposted. 

 You are responsible to sell your item so you must include your contact information (items without contact information will not be posted). 

For Sale 
Red Splash $44,500  

Red Splash is 1989 X-342    spirited 
racer cruiser 

 

18 hp Volvo diesel        Folding prop     

Good sail inventory     Dinghy  

Contact Don McAdams at  

253-250-1346 

For sale $12,000 

1977 Newport 30 

Atomic 4 engine 

5hp Dinghy motor 
2 anchors/chain 
Chart Plotter/Fish Finder 
VHF Radio 
800 Watt Inverter 
LED interior Lighting 
New Group 27 starter battery 
Refrigerator 
Sails/Spinnaker in good condi-
tion 
New Rigging and Roller Furling 

FOR SALE 

12 ft. 3.5 inch Aluminum Spinnaker pole, in good shape; from our  J29, Slick.   $125. 

 

Chain and Rope, I believe it is Chain: 5/16"dia., Rope three strand: 9/16" and Danforth 
anchor 12lb;  from our 35’ Beneteau.   $200. 

 

Call Christine Nelson  206 819 9781 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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The View From the Rear 
(Musings of a Casual Racer) 

the relief of seeing someone dash up and take a line is 

palpable.  Of course we’re happy to return the favor.  

Raven’s dock has current that pushes them away which 

can be tough.  Meanwhile Raven’s slipmate Kool Cat has 

freeboard that’s about a foot taller than Debbie.  A little 

help is good there as well.   

My slip—while favorable for docking has the 

disadvantage that rough weather causes the boat to 

pound the dock.  In one weekend I’ve had three different 

dock neighbors rehang fenders and call to let me know.  

Finally at the suggestion of former dockmate Steve 

Hucke, I attached the fenders to the dock.  When Steve 

left for Oak Harbor I found a pile of old fenders left at the 

dock for me.  Nice. 

Then there is the winter fun of defending our boats from 

the logs.  I’ve fished countless logs from around mine and 

others boats.  I’m sure that others have done the same 

for me. 

There are the phone calls.  “Ken—did you know that your 

burgees are still flying” or “Steve—did you mean to leave 

the forehatch open.”  Oops. 

And of course there are the work parties—Gary and I 

yarding out Raven’s holding tank.  Joy, Gary and I trying 

to bring a shine to Naughty.  Hauling someone up the 

mast on Wind Wizard.  Wood 

work on WIndsong.   

I will ever forget moving all of 

the boats when the 

breakwater sank, standing on 

the finger pier pushing off 

Discovery with waves to my 

knees.  These are friends that 

you can trust to move your 

boat in the dark when you’re 

away 

Best of all are the spur of the 

moment dock parties.  And it 

doesn’t even have to be race 

night.  All it takes is two couples and a boat.  It doesn’t 

even take a couple—right Rich?  Just one more? 

I like my dock.  I didn’t even mention that the clubhouse is 

right there.  Or the kayak rack that I will be adding to the 

club dinghy dock soon.  Forget that we are as close to the 

racing as you can get. 

Nope—I like my dock.  There are many like it, but this 

dock is mine.  These friends are mine. 

Tyee II.  It’s where the cool kids are! 

 

Ken St. John 

S/V Naughty By Nature 

My Dock 

As much as my 

neighborhood is “my 

neighborhood”, my dock is 

“my dock”.  Maybe even 

more so. 

In my neighborhood, I kind 

of know my neighbors on 

three sides but if I saw 

them at the store—well I 

might not even recognize them.  But the folks on my dock—

well we’re in it together.  It’s not just my dock, it’s our dock. 

Every once in a while, we consider moving on—for about 

five seconds.  Lets face it.  Times are hard for private 

marinas.  Maintenance suffers and the rundown boats pile 

up (or sink down in the water.)  Tyee’s a bit rough. Friends 

tell me how nice the showers are at Chinook or how close 

the action is at Foss.  But let’s face it, never once have I 

showered at my own marina and there is plenty of action 

right down on my dock.  Even more so now that the Puerto 

Rican has moved in! 

And it is really hard to 

ignore—my dock is five 

minutes from my house.  I 

drive by twice a day.  There is 

something to be said for 

convenience.  Also, our slip is 

chosen for the view, the ease 

of access and its relationship 

to the prevailing winds and 

currents. 

What really makes my dock 

my dock though is the 

neighbors.  We’re a 

community, a kinship.  Many 

are our club members—Ballentines, Kimballs, Ryans, 

Morales, Tenneys and O'Haras.  There are other sailing 

friends as well—Angie Littleton on Windsong and “Ponytail 

Dave.”  Some we know just by boat “that guy on Double 

Play who always decorates” or the folks on Bodacious.  

Some we just know by name such and neighbor Hilge.  He 

always docks with his transom away so we don’t know the 

boat name. 

What creates this community is all of the ways we help 

each other. 

It is a rare rough day that I’ll come in after single handing to 

not receive help at the dock.  There have been times when 


