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Congratulations for making it 
into the fall.  I hope everyone 
had their fill of cruising and 
the like in the summer 
months because it is looking 
a bit nasty for the upcoming 
fall / winter.  As a reminder, 
now is the time to check to 
make sure your boat is se-
cured, keeping dry, and put 
away safely..... because we 
are about to be bombarded with..... 

THE 2016 HOLIDAY SEASON! 

It is a busy time, but we still have club events going on;  
cruise to Arabella's on November 19th, Christmas Party 
coming up December 16th at the Browns Point Improve-
ment Club,  the non-cruise New Years celebration at the 
club and then the Commodore’s Ball in January.  All are 
good times, so mark your calendars..... 

As we slide into the end of the year, I want to thank all of 
you for your review and voting on the updating of the By-
laws.  This will help CYCT be more organized and will assist 
the club with potential working  relationships with other 

Commodore 
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local organizations.   I know it is a bit of a pain to go 
through the process, so thanks. 

If you missed our cruise to Kirkland / Woodinville, you 
missed a lot.   

Friday night was full of dancing, drinking, and fine dining 
at the local bar/pawn shop  (yes, that is not a typo....)  
Saturday was a good time brought to you by our part-
ners at Fidelitas, Airfield Wines, and Amavi Cellars, along 
with a pizza lunch.  That was all followed by a fantastic 
Puerto Rican dinner that was absolutely awesome and 
filling (Thanks for taking the lead Angie and Rich), and 
Sunday was a nice drive home celebrating another fan-
tastic win by WSU over Arizona State...  I am going to try 
this again, but in the Yakima Valley next year, so be 
ready to rumble. 

(Continued on page 3) 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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We also ended the race season on a high note.  Other than 
the USCG saving us from ourselves for one race, the final 
race, although light winds, ended up being a beautiful and 
sunny fall day.  Participation was up by almost 25% over 
last year at this series.  Way to go Don and crew (Cindy/
Greg/ Mark / Connie / who did I miss...) We are tuning up 
next years race program to be full of a few surprises, as 
well as good racing. Look for more comments in Decem-
ber. 

I did make a mistake in my vacation planning and will miss 
the November meeting.  It will be left in the highly capable 
hands of Vice Commodore Ken St. John...... the meeting on 
November 14th is very important since new officers will be 
voted in and  club perpetual trophies will be voted on.  If 
you can make it, please be at Johnny's in Fife - you know 
the drill 

Speaking of elections - I want to thank all of you who have 
volunteered to accept nominations.  Next year is going to 
be great under Ken's leadership and the guidance of those 
who will be filling out the Board.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Vice 

Commodore 

Thank You for Being a 

Friend 

Generally I create The Main-

sheet front to back using last 

months as a template.  I insert 

the items, arrange the photos 

and write my own articles in 

order.  Often I have a good 

idea of what I am writing on 

and sometimes I have no clue.  

Today is sometimes as far as my Vice Commodore report.  

Then I looked at the photo above right.  I’m not sure if you 

can tell, but we were having fun!  These are my friends.  

I’ve had a rough year or so and these folks bring me up—

oh—and get me home. 

Yes, we had fun.  We ate, drank, talked, danced.  We made 

nominations, planned events.  Apparently we ate tacos and 

drank shots.  I do not recall. 

When the lovely and gracious Mrs. St. John and I finally 

It is very easy to get excited for 2017. 

So have a great meeting on Monday - I will do my best to 
enjoy the sun in Cancun with the lovely and talented 
Aubre Nelson and will get back to close out the year with 
you all.... So until then, have a happy Thanksgiving and 
we will be seeing you all soon.... 

Eric Nelson 

Commodore 

S/V Gardyloo 

joined the gang the next morning at the early hour of 3:00 

PM we had more fun.  We toured wineries and shops, 

watched football and feasted on the foods of Puerto Rico.   

Some of this same bunch got together a few days later so 

that the ladies could go to the hardware store while the 

guys watched the Cubbies win the series. 

This past weekend a group of these friends got together 

to welcome La Gitana and the Morale’s to Tyee II.  A cou-

ple of the gang even helped Rich make the passage from 

Seattle in a new boat almost entirely in the dark. 

What a bunch of friends!  Frankly they are our best 

friends.  It’s amazing what a great group sailors are. 

One thing though—you won’t get to be friends by paying 

your dues and reading The Mainsheet.  Friendships are 

planted at general and board meetings, nurtured through 

cruises, Christmas parties and Commodore’s balls and 

they  reach maturity through those spontaneous get to-

gethers with each other. 

Take a chance.  Plant a friendship. 

 

Ken St. John 

Vice Commodore 

S/V Naughty By Nature 
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VOTE!!!  

Yes its CYCT election time again. 
We are looking forward to the new 
blood with fresh ideas. Watch your 
email for ballots and attend the No-
vember 14th meeting. If your inter-
ested in jumping in let Eric know. 

After having said that , I won't be 
present. I will be in Mexico having just completed the Baja 
Ha Ha Rally. Having fun; or bummed, because I'll be re-
turning the day following your meeting. The Baja Ha Ha 
has long been an ambition of mine. Thank you Debbie for 
allowing me to chase my dreams. My huge thanks to Chris 
and Janet Wenderoth for allowing me the pleasure of crew-
ing on Respite. I'm sure I'll return with a few sea yarns to 
spin.  

OH YEAH.. the national election will be done… 

YAAAAY.  Lets Sail!!  

  

Don Kimball 

Rear Commodore 

S/V Cool Kat 

Rear 

Commodore 

PHRF NEWS 

Hey all of you racers, it is time again to 
renew your membership in PHRF NW.  
The dues for this year have been set 
again at $60, but there is a twist - those 
of you who renew before January 1, 
2017 will receive $5 off your dues.  If 
you plan on doing Duwamish Head on 
the first Saturday of January, do your-
self a favor and renew as soon as you 

can. 

Next year is looking like an exciting year.  PHRF NW will be 
rolling out a new and much improved website which will 
allow all members to understand how PHRF NW operates, 
be able to find your boat rating information and measure-
ments, as well as the measurement information of your 
competitors.  This is all being done to provide a better flow 
of information and to streamline the organization. 

The Chief Handicapper is also going through a list of items 
that he believes will provide better handicapping of boats 
and better tracking of performance by members over the 
year.  All in all, the goal is to provide better service to mem-
bers and help them utilize the system so that we can main-
tain fair sailing on the water.  

Eric Nelson 
PHRF Director 
S/V Gardyloo 
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Racing 

Well folks; it has happened!  
CYCT's 2016 Racing has 
come to an end with the 
Brown's Points Race.  

A special thanks to Greg 
Sandwick and his volunteer 
crew for filling in for Cyndi and 
myself.  

This does not mean our work is done. Your CYCT Race 
Committee is now planning next years program.  Permits 
are being applied for.  We are meeting with other Clubs in 
order to improve the south sound sailing experience.  We 
are also looking at ways to increase the Race Committee 
Team’s support.  If you have any ideas or are willing to 
help, contact us.  

The First Race of 2017 will be the January 28th  
Quartermaster Harbor Race.  

Don Kimball 

Race Captain 

S/V Kool Cat 

 

Editor’s Note:  The tentative race calendar is below.  

Some things may change but this is the best guess right 

now. 

Saturday January 28 Harbor Series #1 

Wednesday January 29 Harbor Series #2 

Wednesday January 30 Harbor Series #3 

Wednesday January 31 Spring Single-hand 

Wednesday February 1 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday February 2 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday February 3 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Saturday February 4 Windseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday February 5 WIndseekers - Early Spring Series 

Wednesday February 6 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday February 7 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday February 8 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday February 9 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Wednesday February 10 Windseekers - Spring Series 

Saturday February 11 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday February 12 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday February 13 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday February 14 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday February 15 Windseekers - Summer Series 

Wednesday February 16 Three Hour Tour #1 

Wednesday February 17 Three Hour Tour #2 

Saturday February 18 Three Hour Tour #3 

Wednesday February 19 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday February 20 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday February 21 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday February 22 Windseekers - Late Summer Series 

Wednesday February 23 Point Series #1 

Wednesday February 24 Point Series #2 

Saturday February 25 Point Series #3 

Wednesday February 26 Sailor's Memorial Single-hand 

Wednesday February 27 Browns Point 

CYCT 2017 Tentative Race Calendar 
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On October 21-22 Eric and 

Aubre Nelson launched the 

first Wineseekers Cruise to 

Woodinville.  Fifteen people 

left the comfort of their boats 

at their respective marinas to 

participate in scheduled tast-

ings of local winery wines.  

Friday night we took over the 

dance floor at a place called Yuppies Bar. Great band and 

I'm very sure a good time was had by all.  

Saturday morning we carpooled to the wineries. Nothing 

says good morning like a morning sample of wine. Hey, it's 

the next step up from juice!   

One of the nice things about the Woodinville wineries is 

they are within walking distance. We visited Chandler 

Reach, Airfield Estates, DeLille Cellars, Amavi Cellars, 

and Fidelitas.  Lunch was at a quaint restaurant called 

Vivi where homemade pizzas are their specialties. We 

did stop in to Mazatlán for a beer or margaritas before 

the next tasting. Makes perfect sense right?   

We had dinner at a restaurant called La Isla in Red-

mond. The cuisine is Puerto Rican, just like mom 

Cruising 

makes. I think everyone enjoyed their meals judging from 

empty plates. After dinner it was a short ride to our hotel. 

Some of us retired for the night. While others went back to 

Yuppies Bar to enjoy the band and perhaps dance a bit. 

Thanks Eric and Aubre for a very successful cruise.  

November 19-20 is the Wacky Commodores Cruise & 

Clam Chowder Cook off at Arabella's Landing.  

Come dressed in your best Wacky costumes! Call Arabel-

la's for slip reservations 253-851-1793. We have 8 slips 

available. Remember to bring muffin pans so you can taste 

the chowders, and a comfy chair to perhaps watch "Captain 

Ron".    

December 31 Is the annual Un-Cruise at the Tyee 2 Club-

house.  The cruise is No Host but volunteers are needed to 

help set up outside. Time to be deter-

mined.  

The grill will be on. Bring sides, 

BYOB, blankets, chairs and dress for 

the weather.  

Fair winds, 

Rich and Angie Morales 

Fleet Captains Cruising 

Photos courtesy of Rich and Angie Morales 
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And Clam Chowder 
Cook-off 

And Captain Ron 

Viewing Party 
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It’s the Annual Wacky Commodore’s Cruise and Chowder Cook-off 

Join your CYCT friends for this fun, annual event.  Dress up silly, bring your favorite chowder and a 
comfy chair for a viewing of the instructional video—CAPTAIN RON 

The event is at Arabella's Landing in charming Gig Harbor.   Call for slip reservations 253-851-1793.  
Land yachts are welcome. 

Bring your muffin tin for sampling the chowder as well as a side dish to share. 

Sunday breakfast is provided.   RSVP to kennethstjohn@gmail.com or on Facebook 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fstatic%2Fuploads%2Fphoto%2F2014%2F04%2F08%2F16%2F03%2Fbeard-319336_960_720.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fen%2Fbeard-pink-decoration-319336%2F&docid=xtItDG0uLoKpcM&tbnid=s1pGN0fI
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwjIuqy-i5XQAhXmyVQKHfxFBIAQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fopenclipart.org%2Fdetail%2F172605%2Fa-monocle&psig=AFQjCNHyWRlIHhK0iXk_8bepftZAsyXiiw&ust=1478554637187968
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fconceptdraw.com%2Fa1727c3%2Fp5%2Fpreview%2F640%2Fpict--natural-gas-burner-resources-and-energy---vector-stencils-library.png--diagram-flowchart-example.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.conceptdraw.com%2Fex
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Flh4.ggpht.com%2FiH1vWwyjvQIteIvE5fGZuhB_6amkp7eUU5HBePCHL9VKPuilHrTW5oh_07S8a4_rCw%3Dw300&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fplay.google.com%2Fstore%2Fapps%2Fdetails%3Fid%3Dcom.peterweissapps.MagicClam&docid=wrYHj0
mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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Chris and Janet Wenderoth 

S/V Respite 

 

http://www.sailblogs.com/

member/respite/ 

  

Members 

Abroad 

Bev and Lew Channing 

S/V Suzanne 

 

www.sailblogs.com/

member/channing/  

Keep track of our non-resident 
members as they live the life we only 

dream of! 

It’s the CYCT Christmas Pot Luck 
(and December general meeting) 

Friday, December 16th at 6:00 PM 

Browns Point Improvement Club 

201 Ton A Wan Da Ave NE  

Tacoma, WA 98422  

 

The club will provide the ham and 
turkey. 

Commodores will provide hot but-
tered rum 

You provide the rest! 

Bring a white elephant gift and 
something for the food bank 

 

You might see Don Taco 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/respite/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/respite/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
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To our CYCT Friends: 

It has been awhile since the last time we updated you on 

our adventures. We have been enjoying the past 18 

months hanging out in the San Blas Islands of Panama 

and not had very much new to say, but things are about to 

change.  

Kokomo is on the move. First stop is to spend Thanksgiv-

ing in Belize with some friends from Tacoma. After that we 

will be headed to Florida to haul the boat, do some repairs 

and put new paint on the bottom as it is over due. We will 

fly home for a few days around Christmas, then back to 

the boat. 

We will spend the months of February, March and April in 

the Bahamas, moving between the Exuma Cays and the 

Abaco Cays. We have spent some time here before and 

want to revisit some of our favorite spots. We will be in 

George Town for the National Family Regatta the last 

week of April. We have been told this is a special event 

and sailing in the George Town area is amazing. Look up 

the regatta on the internet. We would love to have CYCT 

couples join us in the Bahamas and this event could be a 

highlight. Another highlight would be the America's Cup in Bermuda where we will be during May and June. Then we are 

sailing to the Azores and onto the Mediterranean.  

We do pay for our travels and boat repairs by running charters on our boat. Check out our website at 

www.kokomosailing.com for details. We will give huge discounts to CYCT members as it was members of CYCT that 

inspired us to make this trip in the first place. Know you all have a special place in our hearts.    

While you are reading this, we are under sail from 

Panama to Belize. Christine Nelson from French 

Kiss and Slick, has joined us for this leg getting a 

little open ocean experience under her belt. Next 

time you see her, ask about sailing with us in the 

Bahamas, as she has spent time with us there as 

well. 

Keep an eye out on our blog as we will start keep-

ing you updated on our travels now that we're on 

the move. 

Life is good on Kokomo! 

Denny & Becky Flannigan 

S/V Kokomo 

  

Gardyloo Consulting LLC 

Eric Nelson - Manager 

253-380-3947  gardyconsult@gmail.com  

Residential and Commercial New and Renovation Work 

Construction Management and Estimating, Constructability Reviews, Site 

Planning, Work Scope Development 

Erosion and Sediment Control Design, Review, and Monitoring 

Dennis and Becky Flannigan 

S/V Kokomo 

After 10 years of dream-
ing we are off. Follow 
along as we move 
about the globe fixing 
our boat in different cul-
tures and exotic places.  

http://

www.kokomosailing.com/ 

http://www.kokomosailing.com
mailto:gardyconsult@gmail.com
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
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Check CYCT.com for additional information on meetings and races Photo by   Ken St. John 

November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

7 PM General 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

7 PM Board 
Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

Wacky          

Commodore’s 

Cruise 

Arabella's 

Wacky          

Commodore’s 

Cruise 

Arabella's 

December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
Un-Cruise 

CYCT Club-

house 

CYCT  

Christmas  

Potluck 

Make a note: Commodore’s 

Ball, January 20 and the Browns 

Point Improvement Club 
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Saw it on facebook  
Cards were sent to Kirk Parker in condo-

lence for the death of his father and to Kit 

Ryan and Marvin Fritz who both had 

body parts replaced. 

Please contact Julie regarding members 

who could use a little “sunshine”. 

Julie St. John      

S/V Naughty By Nature 

juliesgarden@gmail.com  

253-632-3273 

Happy Birthday to our CYCT 

Members 

Sunshine 

 

On The Cover 

Gardyloo flies 

the chute 

Photo by  

Jennifer Tenney 

CYCT has a Facebook page open only to 

members of the CYCT!  To join, search for  

the group “Corinthian Yacht Club Tacoma” 

and request membership. 

DARK HUMOR 

Peggy Salz November 6 

Arlene Harris November 11 

Vaneva O'hara November 12 

Roger Anderson November 23 

Janet Wenderoth November 29 

mailto:juliesgarden@gmail.com
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Secretary 

CYCT General Meeting Minutes 2016 

Month: October 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Our Commodore, Eric Nelson.  

Guests-Trevor McInnis, the teacher for basic diesel class and Trish Harkness who have a Cape Dory 30, Sam and Flor 

who have a Standfast 33 “Lolita”, and Skip Broadhead’s sister Allison. 

Motion was made by Ken St John and seconded by Jen Tenney to approve the September General Meeting minutes as 

posted in the Mainsheet. 

Shining Light Award: no new nominations 

Reports 

 Vice Commodore: Ken St John- Next month we have our elections. Looking for volunteers to serve on the board 

or to be on the nominating committee to find volunteers. Perhaps consider getting a new projector that will 

connect with current technology. 

 Rear Commodore: Don Kimball- no report 

 Past Commodore:  

 Treasurer:  Dana Bachellerie-Gage- we have money, the audit is pending, all bills are paid. This is Dana’s last 

General Meeting before heading to Mexico and beyond.  

 Secretary: Debbie McAdams- no report 

 Membership Chair: Janice and Brock VanRavenswaay: Two new crew members tonight  

 Fleet Captain Cruising: Angie and Rich Morales- the next cruise is Oct 22-23, ‘Wineseekers’ hosted by Eric and 

Aubrey Nelson. Meet at Totem Lake Hotel and there will be tastings at 3 different wineries. They may possibly 

plan something for Sunday as well. Let Eric know if you’re coming. Nov 19-20 is the Wacky Commodore’s 

Cruise at Arabella’s Landing in Gig harbor- call them for reservations and dress up wacky. RSVP Arabella’s, Dec 

31 is The Uncruise at Tyee II.  

 Fleet Captain Racing:  Don Kimball- new horn, two more races to go to finish off the season. The shotgun has 

been located, so the first boat over the line gets the gun. Need help on RC on Oct 29, as Don will be out of town.  

 Education: Penny Shen – Will schedule a man overboard drill. TWSA is interested in doing a joint education 

venture. Chuck Queen and crew had an actual man go overboard in 30 knots of wind. It took a lot to get him 

back on board, but he was safely recovered.  

 Social: Open- Dec 16 at Brown’s Point Improvement Club is our annual Christmas Party. Remember your White 

Elephant gifts. More to come. 

 Club Merchandise: Jen Tenney- Get yourself some cool clothing and give Jen $5.00 per item to donate to the 

club and Jen will embroider the CYCT burgee and your boat name in the font of your choice. 

 Mainsheet: Ken St John— Close, really close.  

 Sunshine: Julie St. John- Kirk Parker’s father just passed away. Kit Ryan had hip replacement surgery, and Marv 

Fritts had knee replacement surgery. Connie Holbrook will have her knee replacement surgery in November.  

 Webmaster:  Kirk Parker—  not present, Greg Sandwick is updating some things on the website.  

 Historian- Open 

 Long Range Planning:  Eric Nelson- no report 

 Floating Assets: Joe Salz— RC boat is running fine and will be hauling out at end of the month, have a lovely 

power wash and servicing and will be staying at Joe’s for the season. That will save some moorage fees. 

 Publicity:  Cindy Craig- not present 

 Women’s Sailing: Dana Bachellerie-Gage— Planning meeting on Thursday, 10/13 at 10 am at The Olympus 

Spa.  Great diesel class. Not too technical and even the guys who came learned something.  Encourage all to 
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come. Trevor would love to do another class in Tacoma if anyone has an engine to work on and a space to do it. 

TWSA is also interested in a joint class. 

 Trophies: Steve Wagner- Still more trophies to give out. See Steve to collect any you are due. Please bring 

Perpetual Trophies to Nov meeting so they can be engraved for the next deserving members and awarded at 

the Christmas party. 

 Racing Protests:  Eric Nelson— no protests 

 PHRF Director:  Eric Nelson— no report 

 PHRF Handicapper:  Ron Holbrook— New San Juan 24 in the fleet. And a Tradewinds 40 that used to race a lot 

is now back racing with same owner after a break. 

 NW Boating Council: Ron Holbrook—no report 

 Dinghies: Eric Nelson- We have 3 fully equipped Opti’s, one full laser, and some with missing parts. The dinghy 

dock is working out well, very convenient. We’ll add some racks for kayaks in the future. 

 Commodore’s Report: Eric Nelson- The end of year is rapidly approaching. Keep enjoying the cruises and races 

and remember, it’s really fun to be a part of the club when you are part of the behind the scenes team. 

Nominations for next year’s Board of Trustees and committees are coming, be a part of it.  

 Old Business— see above. Membership information was to be handed out to members to load onto a 

spreadsheet to be easily updated.  Kirk Parker and Greg Sandwick consolidated them already to add to website 

in a password protected location. 

 New Business— The by-laws vote is tonight. Active members only can vote on the changes that have been 

posted and one vote per boat.  

 Birthdays announced-  

BREAK-  

Raffle- and the winners are… 

 Ed Pinkham- Elysian Beer 

 Gary Ballentine- Aftershock (booze) 

 Brian White- Fire Eater (more booze) 

 Connie Holbrook- House Wine 

 Karen Walker- Bad Housewife Red Wine 

 Deb McAdams- Vodka (and she wins again?)  

 Cyndi Larrison-White wine 

 Chuck Queen -White wine. 

Speaker: Captain Graham Quacker, aka Ken St John, 

talking about his days on Ride the Ducks. Very 

entertaining and a workout, besides.  

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Don Kimball and 

seconded by Jen Tenney. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2100. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Debbie McAdams  

Recording Secretary 

S/V Red Splash 
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Secretary 

Minutes were not available at press time but a link will be posted on 

Facebook prior to meeting time  
 

Basic Rules 

 You must be a CYCT member or sponsored by a CYCT member to post an item. 

 Each month the CYCT posting member must submit their items for sale before the last week of each month (send your post to                       

kennethstjohn@gmai.com ). 

 Items must be submitted each month or they will not be reposted. 

 You are responsible to sell your item so you must include your contact information (items without contact information will not be posted). 

For Sale 
Red Splash $44,500  

Red Splash is 1989 X-342    spirited 
racer cruiser 

 

18 hp Volvo diesel        Folding prop     

Good sail inventory     Dinghy  

Contact Don McAdams at  

253-250-1346 

For sale $12,000 

1977 Newport 30 

Atomic 4 engine 

5hp Dinghy motor 
2 anchors/chain 
Chart Plotter/Fish Finder 
VHF Radio 
800 Watt Inverter 
LED interior Lighting 
New Group 27 starter battery 
Refrigerator 
Sails/Spinnaker in good condi-
tion 
New Rigging and Roller Furling 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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The View From the Rear 
(Musings of a Casual Racer) 

the Naughty Boat on pretty much every Wednesday night 

and single-hand and a few of the longer races. 

But wait, why do I sail? 

Well it has made us better sailors and we’ve learned to 

sail to a destination.  Racing is a constant review and 

application of the rules of the road.  You learn to operate 

in close quarters.  You find new limits.  Sometimes you 

stare at another boat and ask “what are they doing to go 

faster” and you try to copy it.  Our first two seasons we 

had a little handheld GPS and we’d tinker and say “what’d 

that do to the speed.”  We still do that—constantly.  

Getting better.  Getting faster. 

Also I like getting out on the boat, especially with all of the 

other boats our there.  What is more beautiful than our 

bay full of boats? 

I do enjoy the competition but I don’t have the deep 

seated need to win that causes me to put every ounce of 

mental and physical energy into winning.  I’m just not cut 

from that cloth. 

I like sharing sailing with newcomers and my friends and 

crew who just enjoy the sailing but don’t have a boat. 

We like to see our friends on Wednesday night at the 

skipper’s meeting and out on the water.  And Tyee II has 

become quite the locus of CYCT amigos.  We are all 

friends on the dock and we will encourage each other, 

ask how we did and maybe jump from boat to boat after 

the race to share fellowship. 

Oh, and did I mention, I like the wine? 

That’s us, or me anyway.  That’s why we race.  How 

about you, why do you race, and if you don’t, why not? 

Ken St. John 

S/V Naughty By Nature 

Why I Race 

Racing is a giant part of 

our club with great 

participation among our 

members and the local 

sailing community in 

general.  I imagine if you 

quizzed our members 

you’d find almost as many 

reasons to race as you’d 

find racers.   

The Lovely and Gracious Mrs. St. John and I certainly didn’t 

start sailing to be racers.  I’m not sure what we (or I) was 

thinking when I started out in that tiny eight foot El Toro.  All 

I know is I thought it was physically and mentally 

stimulating and I liked it. 

I remember the first time we watched the Windseekers.  We 

were in the Cliff House parking lot watching and talking to 

this couple named Ed and Sue.  Ed had hurt his leg and 

Jeopardy wasn’t on the course.  At that time we weren’t 

members and still had no thought of racing. 

Actually it was the Lovely and Gracious Mrs. S who first 

raced, almost by accident.  I was out on one of those 

obligatory business dinners.  Since it was a nice night she 

headed to the marina to hang out on the boat.  Someone 

walking by said come on up to the clubhouse and race.  

She was matched up with Angie Littleton on Windsong.  I 

met up with the group afterwards and was smitten by the 

camaraderie (and wine.) 

It was probably Paul Case who talked us into racing 

ourselves.  “It’ll make you better sailors” he said.  “You’ll 

learn to sail to a destination” he said.  “The rules are 

simple” he said, “just have fun and don’t hit anybody.” 

He was half right.  It has made me a better sailor and to 

learn to sail to a destination.  The rules are not quite so 

simple though. 

But race the L and G and I did.  We were awful.  

Sometimes it was just us.  Sometimes we had friends or 

family.  Sometimes we had Winos.  (If you don’t know who 

the Winos are—well tough luck.) 

Our first season we weren’t last four times.  The next year 

we were last four times.  Improvement!  Then we got a 

bigger boat.  We added OUR crew.  We started teaching on 

the boat which would give additional crew.  Sometimes Billy 

or Don just said—”can you take these folks along?” 

And racing became a regular thing for the L & G and I and Lucia makes the mark 
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