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Is it really February - al-

ready?  January passed by 

so quickly.  Just look at the 

last week of the month; we 

had the Commodore's Ball, a 

Board Meeting, and our first 

race of the season..... That's 

a lot of events in a short time, 

and all of them were well at-

tended. 

Let's start out again with the fantastic job Paul Case did 

with the Commodore's ball.  That was a great time and 

there was a lot of fun in that room.  I want to thank all of you 

for making my parents feel so welcomed at the event - they 

had an absolute great time meeting and talking with a lot of 

you.  You all need to know that it is not easy following Paul 

Case through the ranks here.  He sets a pretty high bar, 

and it is tough to match it (But I'm going to do my best!). 

How about that race last Saturday.  The first race of the 

Harbor series saw breeze from 5 to 18 knots, no rain, a 

good course, and a pretty good turn out.  I am pretty sure 

some good pictures from the race will appear this month 

and next thanks to the St. John family down at Browns 

Point and a few shots taken by the competitors.  Congratu-

lations to the finishers and the class winners.  As for 
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Gardyloo - well, we had a pretty good race going UNTIL 

the tack of the #3 pulled out and we decided not to en-

danger our #1 for the rest of the race.  But it did give us 

an opportunity to take some fantastic shots of Obsession 

which will make their rounds...  We will live to fight anoth-

er day. 

Other big news is that we no longer own Romeo Charlie.  

The boat has been purchased and the new owner has 

taken delivery as of last Saturday.  

Joe Salz has done a fantastic job disposing of the asset 

and his investment in time in this process is something 

that he should be thanked for every time you see him.  

Now, the big question on our minds is a replacement.  

We have many options floating around, and we are very 

aware of the club's desire to stay within a budget and get 

the best value to last us for years to come.  We are work-

ing through our options at this time and will have some 

things to discuss at the next General Meeting. 

Yes, a general meeting is coming up on the 8th.  Please 

come on by and see us now that the holiday season has 

wrapped up.  There are a lot of things going on that we 

want all of you to be a part of the discussion.   

We will also have some new members to introduce. 

Come on by and have a bite to eat, talk with your friends 

and club mates, and enjoy a nice Monday night. 

I want to throw a shout out to all of you racers that there 

are some races going on with our friends to the north at 

Three Tree Point Yacht Club.  Keep an eye on their web-

site for information.  They typically provide one or two 

(Continued on page 3) 
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boats to our races, so it is great when we can support them 

as well. 

As for February, it is a busy one.  Even though we get an 

additional day this year, we are taking maximum advantage 

of the weekends.  The second Harbor Series race is on the 

13th, followed by the Bad Captain's Maritime Olympics 

cruise on the 20th.  Sandwich in there a race with Three 

Tree Point, Toliva Shoals in Olympia (South Sound Series), 

a holiday for President’s day, and I think we all have about 

as much as we can handle. 

Spring is around the corner, and that is when it is really 

time to get the boat ready.  Start early....start early...... start 

early..... and be ready for a great upcoming spring.  Daffodil 

is only a little over 2 months away, and Opening Day in 

Seattle is just a few weeks behind that....  The only good 

news may be that the Seahawks are not in the Super Bowl  

which gives us all one more weekend to work on our boats 

rather than sit at home, stuff ourselves with chips and buf-

falo wings, and watch a three-hour football game take an 

entire day out of our existence.  So get the yard work done 

and get the boat cleaned up because spring is going to 

start with our without you (And lets hope the Seahawks get 

back to the big game next year) 

See you all soon, 

 

Eric Nelson 

Commodore 

S/V Gardyloo 

Vice 

Commodore 

There is so much coming up!  I 

think that we have a really ter-

rific year coming up.  Julie and 

I, along with granddaughter 

Rylie were at the park at 

Browns Point to watch the kick 

off od the 2016 racing season.  

We are hoping that a newer, 

faster, more dependable Ro-

meo Charlie will help us to re-

ally improve the racing pro-

gram. 

The 4th Annual Bad Captain Maritime Olympics are coming 

up on February 20 and 21 at Dock Street Marina and the 

Harmon.  Regarded by myself, and I’m sure many others, 

this is the best cruise of the year.  Did I mention that I’m 

hosting? 

In other cruising news, we’ve added both the TYC Daffo-

dil festival and SYC’s Opening Day to our cruise events.  

We went to both last year and I am sorry it took me so 

long to find out how much fun these events are.  Plan to 

go yourselves. 

Finally, these past few weeks I have been working on our 

Facebook presence.  For several years we have had a 

CYCT Facebook group.  Now the group is a great way to 

stay in touch with your CYCT friends.  Only CYCT mem-

bers are allowed to view or post on the group.  It is a ben-

efit of being a member. 

Now, we have a CYCT Facebook page.  Like our web-

site, the page presents CYCT to the world.  Everyone 

can view this page.  Also, anyone can post to the page 

but these posts have to be approved by one of the ap-

proved editors before they are seen.  Also, all can com-

ment but we have the ability to remove unwelcome com-

ments.  My goal is to use this page to attract others to our 

club by providing our race scores, CYCT news, and race 

results.  If you have good sailing content, please post.  

Also, “like” the page and share with your sailing friends. 

 

Ken St. John 

Vice Commodore 

S/V Naughty By Nature 
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Photos provided by  Rich and Angie Morales 
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Racing 

The view from the Rear…. 

I’m feeling my way into this new posi-

tion (situation?)  I must say I really ap-

preciate the help I’ve receive from Vice 

Commodore St. John. He has been key 

in continuing the Club’s reciprocal 

agreements. Commodore Nelson  jumped  in helping with 

my Race Committee duties. Eric has been key in getting a 

Race Book online plus Sailing Instructions.  So gentle-

men, thank you very much.  

All this and the challenge of saying goodbye to Romeo 

Charlie and searching for a NEW Romeo Charlie.  In this 

effort Joe Salz has taken the lead.  Romeo Charlie was 

sold successfully on EBay.  Romeo Charlie departed 

Tyee last Saturday and we wish the new owner luck in 

their endeavors. Joe has also spent a large amount of 

time in finding a replacement.  No small task.  It does look 

Rear 

Commodore like we are nearing finding a new vessel to meet the 

club’s needs. 

I must say, I see a great team has assembled to the ben-

efit of you our membership.  We are always looking for 

volunteers.  It’s not all work, we having a good time work-

ing together. Come join the CYCT Team and LETs Go 

Sailing!   

 

Don Kimball 

Rear Commodore 

S/V Kool Cat 

IT HAS STARTED!!  

The 2016 Racing Season - and 

a Grand beginning it was. 

Thirteen boat showed up on 

the line at Browns Point.  

Broken clouds and wind 

blowing SSE 9 -12 knots. The 

start went off without a hitch 

(okay, maybe one little hitch.)  

Nine PHRF yachts setting 

chutes and off they went to our mark at Burton.  Five 

minutes later went four Windseekers.   

The crew of Cool Kat; AKA Romeo Charlie, hustled to 

retrieve the start pin and to go set the finish at Thea Foss 

Waterway.  A mere hour and fifteen minutes later we 

finished the lead PHRF A boat, Kahuna, followed by 

Constellation.  Not bad at all for a 12.9 nm course. Slick 

lead the PHRF B class, a nice reward for the trip from 

Des Moines.   

GraceE and Gardyloo tested their gear in the puffs to find 

out what needed fixing.  The Windseekers watched Blue 

Jay show the way with a win.    

A beautiful day for a sail.  Yours truly and the crew of 

Cool Kat were rewarded with a nice reach to the Burton 

mark seeing 8.2 knots.  A special thanks goes to the race 

committee crew of Cyndi Larrison, Greg Sandwick and 

special guest  Zak Carter for a fun day on the water.  

Notably Greg had the results up that day.  

Next up is the Gig Harbor Race on February 13. Looking 

forward to a good showing.  

Let’s go Racing!!  

 

 

Don Kimball 

Race Captain 

S/V Kool Cat 
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2016 CYCT Racing Schedule 

February 13 Saturday Gig Harbor Harbor Series #2 12.1 NM 

February 27 Saturday Zenith harbor Harbor Series #3 16.4 NM 

April 13 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

April 20 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

April 23 Saturday Spring Singlehand Doublehand   8.3 NM 

April 27 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

May 4 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

May 11 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

May 18 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

May 25 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 1 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 8 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 15 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 22 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 25 Saturday Manzanita   Margarita  3 Hour Tour #1 10.3 NM 

June 29 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 6 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 9 Saturday Ruston Classic 3 Hour Tour #2 6.3 NM 

July 13 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 20 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 27 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 3 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 10 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 17 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 20 Saturday Vashon Challenge   33 NM 

August 24 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

September 3 Saturday Windseekers Awards Race 3 Hour Tour #3 4.8 NM 

September 17 Saturday Point Robinson Point Series #1 13.2 NM 

October 1 Saturday Point Defiance Point Series #2 12.1 NM 

October 8 Saturday Sailors Memorial Singlehand   6.7 NM 

October 15 Saturday Neill Point Point Series #3 10.7 NM 

October 29 Saturday Browns Point Point Series #4 11.7 NM 
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Our first cruise of the 2016 

cruise season is the 4th An-

nual Bad Captains Maritime 

Olympics Cruise. Slip reser-

vations are available at Dock 

Street Marina. Please call 

253-272-4404. The Olympics 

will take place at  the Har-

mon Brewery & Eatery locat-

ed at 1938 Pacific Avenue in 

Tacoma. Start assembling at 5:00 for happy hour and pre-

pare to compete.  Please see the Mainsheet, CYCT web-

site, or CYCT Facebook page for updated information. Land 

yachts are welcome as always to any of our cruises. If you 

Cruising 

have crew or someone interested in our club, invite them! 

We have lots of fun and are always looking to enhance 

our cruises with new people.  

 

April 15 -17 is the Daffodil Marine Parade Cruise spon-

sored by Tacoma Yacht Club. To register go to 

www.tacomayachtclub.org, click on "Daffodil 2016". If you 

want to RV instead of bringing your boat you must also 

register online. You may land yacht and come help deco-

rate the parade boat with fresh daffodils. Entertainment 

begins on Friday night and goes through Saturday night 

with the parade to follow on Sunday.  

 

Another big event is Opening Day 2016 at Seattle Yacht 

Club. Check out their web page, 

www.seattleyachtclub.org for detailed information. 

 

Fair winds, 

Rich and Angie Morales 

Fleet Captains Cruising 

S/V Arabesque  

Gardyloo Consulting LLC 

Eric Nelson - Manager 

253-380-3947  gardyconsult@gmail.com  

Residential and Commercial New and Renovation Work 

Construction Management and Estimating, Constructability Reviews, Site 

Planning, Work Scope Development 

Erosion and Sediment Control Design, Review, and Monitoring 

February 20-21 4th Annual Bad Captain's Cruise St. Johns 

April 15-17 Daffodil Parade Cruise No Host 

May 6-8 Opening Day Cruise No Host 

May 28-30 Memorial Day Cruise Open 

June 25-26 Father's Day Cruise Tenneys 

July 2-4 July 4th Cruise No Host 

July 23-24 2nd Annual Zombie Cruise MacAdams 

August 13-14 4th Annual Wine, Wind and Song Cruise St. Johns 

September 3-5 Labor Day Cruise Open 

October 22-23 Wineseekers Cruise Eric and Aubrey Nelson 

November 19-20 Wacky Commodore's Cruise Open 

December 31 Uncruise No Host 

2016 CYCT Cruise Calendar 

http://www.tacomayachtclub.org
http://www.seattleyachtclub.org
mailto:gardyconsult@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE! 

February 20 and 21 

Dock Street Marina on the lovely 
Tacoma waterfront 

Study up and come to this 
annual event to prove that 
you are not a Bad Captain! 

Olympic Events are at the 
Harmon Brewery & Eatery 

located at  

1938 Pacific Avenue 

Tacoma 

 

Pre-Olympic training begins at 
5:00 PM and the games begin at 

6:00 PM 

The club will provide the first 
round of Olympic hydration! Make your reservations at Dock Street 

Marina, 253-272-4404, or bring your land 
yacht 

Early arrives show up February 19th 

Dinner on the 20th will be buy your own at the 
Harmon 

After the Olympics, retire to the boats to boast 
about your prowess 

Sunday morning enjoy a continental breakfast 

 Hosted by USCG licensed, not Bad 
Captain, Ken St. John and the Lovely 

and Gracious Mrs. St. John 

mailto:drkimball@comcast.net
http://www.cyct.com/racing/
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Members 

Abroad 

Bev and Lew Channing 

S/V Suzanne 

 

www.sailblogs.com/

member/channing/  

Dennis and Becky Flannigan 

S/V Kokomo 

After 10 years of dream-
ing we are off. Follow 
along as we move 
about the globe fixing 
our boat in different cul-
tures and exotic places.  

http://

www.kokomosailing.com/ 

Keep track of our non-resident 
members as they live the life we 

only dream off! 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 21, 2016 
 

 
South Sound Sailing Society- Women's Boating Seminar 

8am-5pm 

Olympia Yacht Club, downtown Olympia 

Cost: $35, plus a small fee from Brown Paper Tickets 

Check www.ssssclub.com after March 1, 2016 for registration information and a link to Brown Paper 
Tickets.  

I would like to encourage the women in our club to attend. If you have crew or know a woman who is 
interested in sailing, invite them!  I and many of the clubs' women have attended these seminars and they are 
truly a wealth of information, experiences from women sailors, and hands on demonstrations. A delicious 
lunch is provided along with a raffle for neat boating items which you may purchase tickets and drop into the 
many raffle bags. I promise you won't be disappointed .   

Usually a carpool is available and afterwards we go to dinner to chat about what we learned and or liked 
about the seminar. It's great to bond!  So, come on! What are waiting for? 

Angie Morales 
S/V Arabesque 

Women’s 

Sailing 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/15
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/82
http://www.ssssclub.com
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/203


January 2016 

WWW.CYCT.COM 10 MAINSHEET 

Check CYCT.com for additional information on meetings and races Photo by   Julie St. John 

February 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

7 PM General 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

7 PM Board 
Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

Gig Harbor 

Harbor Series # 2 

Zenith Harbor 

Harbor Series # 3 

4th Annual Bad 

Captains Cruise 

Dock Street 

4th Annual Bad 

Captains Cruise 

Dock Street 

February’s Speaker 

Catherine Collins 

Executive Director, Sound Experience  

(The schooner Adventuress) 

March 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

7 PM General 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

7 PM Board 
Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

March Speaker 

Laird Hail 

Director, Puget Sound Vessel Traffic Service  

U. S. Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound 
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Saw it on facebook  
Card were sent to Rebecca Anderson 

whose mother passed away and to Tom 

O’Hara whose mother is ill. 

Please contact Julie regarding members 

who could use a little “sunshine”. 

 

Julie St. John      

S/V Naughty By Nature 

juliesgarden@gmail.com  

253-632-3273 

Happy Birthday to our CYCT 

Members 

Sunshine 

 

On The Cover 

Slick at the 

mark 

Photo by Julie 

St. John 

CYCT has a Facebook page open only to 

members of the CYCT!  To join, search for  the 

group “Corinthian Yacht Club Tacoma” and 

request membership. 

OOPS! 

Cristina Thomas February 2 

Rob Crone February 4 

Bev Ott February 7 

Dan Walker February 20 

Bev Thomas February 21 

Pierre Michel February 22 

John Ott February 22 

Terry Michel February 22 

mailto:juliesgarden@gmail.com


January 2016 

WWW.CYCT.COM 12 MAINSHEET 

Secretary 

CYCT General Meeting Minutes 2016 

Month:  January 

The meeting was called to order at 7 pm on January 12, 2015, by Our Commodore, Eric Nelson  

Motion was made by Kirk Parker and seconded by Angie Morales to approve the prior month’s minutes as posted in the 

Mainsheet.   Guests were introduced including tonight’s guest speaker, Wesley Wenhardt from the Foss Waterway 

Seaport. 

Shining Light Award: no new nominations. The new flag should be here next month. 

Reports: 

 Vice Commodore: Ken St John- the speaker for next month will be Catherine Collins from Adventuress, then March 

will be Laird Hall from Puget Sound Vessel Traffic, April is open and May will be Daniel Lochner, the skipper of the 

Odyssey. 

 Rear Commodore: Don Kimball- Still fighting the rats at the clubhouse. Always looking for volunteers to help with 

organization and clean up. 

 Past Commodore: Paul Case— Commodore’s Ball is coming up Jan 23 at TYC. Hope to see you all there it will be a 

great party to honor new Commodore Eric Nelson. The Tropics will be playing for your dancing pleasure. 

 Treasurer:  Dana Bachellerie-Gage- Romeo Charlie is steadily draining the budget.  Usually books come out ahead 

at the end of the year, but currently we are $1000 in the hole due to RC’s breakdowns. 

 Secretary: Debbie McAdams: Thank you to Debbie Simmons for being my “left hand man” while I recover from hand 

surgery.  

 Membership Chair: Brock and Janice Vanravenswaay: They will try to find ways to get members more involved in 

yacht club activities and encourage members from previous years to come back or become more active again.       

 New Crew Members John Coyne, Thom Rees and Debbie Favero from Gardyloo were inducted.                                                                                                                                 

 Fleet Captain Cruising: Angie and Rich Morales— New Years Eve Un-Cruise was a great success, lots of fun and 

frolicking was had. The bonfire kept people warm while they ate, drank, sang and rang in the New Year. 

 Remember the “Bad Captains Cruise” coming up Feb 20 & 21 to Foss waterway hosted by Ken and Julie St John.  

 Fleet Captain Racing:  Don Kimball— 1
st
 race of the New Year is the Quartermaster Harbor race Jan. 30

th. 
Don is 

looking for volunteers for the race committee, people to help with set up and also someone to shadow him this year 

to be Race Chair next year.  Hopefully we’ll be getting a new committee boat, more on that later. The new Race 

Book will be published soon. Races are posted in the Mainsheet and on the website. Look there for dates & times. 

 Education: looking for volunteers for this area 

 Social: Cheryl and Brian White- Not present.  

 Club Merchandise: Jennifer Tenney- excited to get some new items for all members new & not so new. She is 

thinking about offering a new item each month.  Plastic monogrammed beer mugs may soon be available.   

 Mainsheet: Ken St John— Send your articles in to Ken in a word document or e-mail. The Mainsheet is up and 

running.  Send in pictures of your boat in portrait format please.  

 Sunshine: Julie St. John— Deb Mc Adams is recovering from hand surgery. –Sue Pinkham had cataract surgery. 

 Webmaster:  Kirk Parker— Seattle Area Race Calendar is up on the website. Check it out. 

 Long Range Planning:  looking for a chair. 

 Floating Assets: Joe Salz— We still own Romeo Charlie. It is listed on Craig’s List, some “bites” but no follow up. We 

are still looking for a new RC boat.  More discussion to come later tonight on this. 

 Publicity:  Cindy Craig— Not present, no report. 
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 Women’s Sailing: Dana Bachellerie-Gage— planning meeting Feb 3
rd

 at Olympus Spa from 4 pm to close.  We will 

be celebrating Valerie McKay’s birthday- Fireball seminars to be announced, but are held on someone s boat – 

dates & boat to be determined. 

 Trophies: Steve Wagner— no report 

 Racing Protests:  Eric Nelson— no protests 

 PHRF Director:  Eric Nelson— No report 

 PHRF Handicapper:  Ron Holbrook—No report  (in Mexico) 

 NW Boating Council: Ron Holbrook— No report  (still in Mexico) 

 Commodore’s Report:  Dinghies are still for sale. Eric will be contacting the members that have expressed interest in 

purchasing them.  They need to be picked up soon. By Feb they will be offered to the public for sale.  Great turn out 

for meeting at Eric’s house for incoming board. Let’s keep the energy going with new ideas and moving forward with 

great momentum in 2016.  New engine in Eric’s boat – Yeah!! 

 Old Business— We are looking for authorization for purchasing of a new Race Committee boat up to $25,000. It is 

important to keep our racing program up & running. We have the premier races in the South Sound. Looking in the 

20 to 25 ft range with an enclosed area for race committee when weather is nasty, fast enough to shift marks with 

wind changes giving us more flexibility in running our races. Keeping in mind a large part of CYCT income comes 

from racing entry fees. A Motion was made, seconded and passed to purchase a suitable committee boat spending 

up to $25,000.  Possible donate Romeo Charlie to a charity, etc.     

 New Business—There is a proposed methanol plant being suggested near Tyee Marina. Look into information about 

this www.healthybay.org.  

Birthdays announced-  

BREAK 

Raffle: 

 Fireball won by Peter Barbin 

 Red wine won by Deb McAdams  

 Red wine won by Joy Ballentine 

 Shiner beer won by Debbie Simmons  

 Red box wine won by Ken St John  

 Beer won by Rob Crone   

 Tequila won by Caroline Crone    

 Moonshine won by Steve Ryan 

 Red Wine 337 won by Jennifer Tenney       

 Kraken Rum won by Marvin Fritz    

 

Speaker: Wesley Wenhardt, Executive Director of the Foss Waterway Seaport talked about the history and future of the 

Seaport. The displays are always changing and there are many new plans in store.  

Motion to adjourn meeting was made by Kirk Parker and seconded by multiple people at 8:46 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Debbie McAdams with kind assistance from Debbie Simmons 

Recording Secretary 

S/V Red Splash 

Tired of waiting for the 
mail to bring you race re-
sults? 

We thought so! 

All race results are availa-
ble online instead of by 
email in three days or less!  
It’s the Race + 3! 

http://www.cyct.com/
racing/results/ 

http://www.cyct.com/racing/results/
http://www.cyct.com/racing/results/
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Membership 

Basic Rules 

 You must be a CYCT member or sponsored by a CYCT member to post an item. 

 Each month the CYCT posting member must submit their items for sale before the last week of each month (send your post to                       

kennethstjohn@gmai.com ). 

 Items must be submitted each month or they will not be reposted. 

 You are responsible to sell your item so you must include your contact information (items without contact information will not be posted). 

For Sale 
Red Splash $59,950  

Red Splash is 1989 X-342 spirited racer 
cruiser 

18 hp Volvo diesel 

Good sail inventory 

Folding prop     

Dinghy  

Contact Don McAdams at 253-250-1346 

Commodore Eric Nelson welcomes new Crew 

Members, Thom Rees and Debbie Favero (above) 

and John Coyne (left) 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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The View From the Rear 
(Musings of a Casual Racer) 

variety.  There are some great 

ones out there! 

The classic has to be “Sailing 

Alone Around the World” by 

Joshua Slocum.  Slocum, an 

experienced sailor, captain, and 

navigator, was 51 when he set 

off to become the first person to 

sail solo around the world in 

1895 on the Spray, a boat that 

he practically built from an old 

wreck.  His book is a fascinating 

story of the adventure and you’ll 

find Slocum to be a kind, humble, and humorous man.  

Best of all, the book can be downloaded onto your Kindle 

for free! 

Another classic would be Sterling Hayden’s “Wanderer”.  

Hayden, a sailor as a young man, became a Hollywood 

actor who claimed to hate the profession but appreciated 

the opportunities that the income provided.  “Wanderer” is 

the true tale of how Hayden ignored court orders and set 

sail for Tahiti on his schooner, The Wanderer, with his 

children from his recently ended marriage.  Though 

sometimes uneven, much of the writing is great and the 

story fascinating. 

Local author, Windy Hinman, wrote “Tightwads on the 

Loose”, the story of Hinman and 

husband Garth’s seven year voyage 

around the Pacific.  You’ll read about 

their small boat (in which Garth 

couldn’t stand up straight) and how 

they alternated sailing and working 

at strange island outposts to finance 

the trip.  If you visit the Seattle Boat 

Show this week, you might even 

meet Hinman and get her to 

autograph a copy! 

“Flirting with Mermaids” by John 

Kretschmer is a collection of tales from Kretschmer’s life 

as a sailboat delivery captain.  Set mostly in the 

Caribbean and often humorous, this book offers some 

great, light reading.  For “how to” with great sea stories 

read his “Sailing a Serious Ocean” on choosing and 

sailing a serious blue water boat.  Also check out “Cape 

Horn to Starboard” about how he sailed from New York to 

San Francisco as a young man in a 32 foot sloop. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention Larry and Lin 

Pardey.  The Pardey’s made a career out of sailing the 

world, writing about it, and teaching others how to do it.  

They did it all on boats that they built themselves, first on 

the Lyle Hess designed, 24 foot Seraffyn, and later the 29 

foot Taleisin.  Be forwarned - the Pardey’s are 
(Continued on page 16) 

The Sailors Bookshelf 

I enjoy reading.  I’d say 

that I read a lot, but 

truthfully, it goes in spurts.  

I will have a book, or 

books, that I can’t set 

down and then I’ll hit on a 

book that I just can’t get 

through.  Probably 60-

70% of the books I read 

have something to do with 

boats and sailing. 

Finding those good and great sailing 

books to read can sometimes be 

tough.  I remember looking through 

the books at the library and all they 

seemed to have were titles like “The 

Perfect Storm”, “Left for Dead”, and 

“White Squall”.  These were not 

exactly the books that I wanted to 

read as a budding sailor.  Eventually, 

through a lot of reading, I came 

across some really good books on 

sailing, boating, and the sea which I thought I would share 

here. 

I was looking for a first, sailing “how to” book when I bought 

“The Complete Sailor” by David Sideman.  I was initially 

frustrated when I first opened the 

book.  All he wanted to talk about 

was wind!  I wanted to learn to sail.  

Well now it makes sense.  This is my 

go to, loan out book for budding 

sailors.  Filled with great sketches it’s 

a well rounded primer on sailing.  By 

the way - if I loaned this to you, 

please return it! 

As far as “how to” books go, the 

ASA’s latest versions of “Sailing 

Made Easy”, “Coastal Cruising Made Easy”, and “Bareboat 

Cruising Made Easy” are all excellent.  Make sure you get 

the new versions and not the earlier versions. 

For a “how to” book for you couples I can’t help but 

recommend “It’s Your Boat Too” by Suzanne Giesemann.  

Giesemann and her husband were both career navy 

officers and instructors.  While aimed at women, all can 

benefit from reading this book which focuses on partnership 

and not division of roles.  The Lovely and Gracious Mrs. St. 

John found this one and we recommend it often. 

Probably my favorite books are the “been there, done that” 
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opinionated, eschewing such items as engines, plumbing 

and electricity.  They are also prolific so the quality of the 

books can be uneven.  I’d recommend their first book, 

“Cruising in Seraffyn”, and for “how to”, “The Self Sufficient 

Sailor”.  Although not by the Pardeys, you might also want 

to read “As Long as It’s Fun” by Herb McCormick.  Not the 

greatest writing in the world, but a nice study of the 

Pardey’s life written with their participation. 

But what about fiction? 

I have to admit loving the series of books by Patrick Obrien 

represented in the 2003 movie “Master and Commander” 

starring Russel Crowe.  This series of books follows Jack 

Aubrey from his beginnings as a young lieutenant in the 

royal navy to his becoming an admiral.  Set in the time of 

the Napoleonic wars, we follow “Lucky” Jack and his friend, 

Dr. Matrurin.  The books are historically accurate and very 

well written.  It might take a book or two to understand the 

language but once you do, you can’t put them down.  

Actually though, I did put them down because I didn’t want 

them to end.  You can read about that here: The End is 

Near. 

When I did put down the Aubrey/Maturin books, I picked up 

the Hornblower books.  Written by C.S. Forester, these 

books follow a similar path as the Aubrey/Maturin books, 

but with fictional Horatio Hornblower as the hero.  These 

books were not written in chronological order which can 

make it tricky if you wish to read them that way.  Also, both 

the Hornblower and the Aubrey/Maturin books were 

originally published in Great Britain and sometimes the 

titles were changed.  Good old Wikipedia or Amazon.com 

can help you sort this out. 

And speaking of great fiction, I just finished The Sea-Wolf 

by Jack London.  This is one of the best pieces of fiction 

that I have read in a long time.  It tells the tale of 

“gentlemen” Humphrey Van Weyden who is rescued from a 

sunken ferry by the sealing schooner Ghost, captained by 

brilliant but evil Wolf Larsen.  Described as a “psychological 

thriller”,  all I can say is, read it and then let’s talk about it.  

Oh, and it was part of a sailing anthology, 99 cents on 

Kindle! 

I would be remiss if I did not include a couple of reference 

books for the bookshelf.  You can’t go 

wrong with “The Annapolis Book of 

Seamanship” by John Rousmaniere.  

This is an excellent reference by an 

experienced sailor.  And if you want to 

fix it yourself,  Nigel Calder’s “Boat 

Owner's Mechanical and Electrical 

Manual.  Exhaustive (and sometimes 

exhausting) Calder, a Sailing magazine 

regular, covers it all. 

(Continued from page 15) Of course there are some clunkers out there! 

“Everyone Said I should Write a Book” by Jonathan 

White.  They were wrong! 

“Leap of Faith: Quit Your Job and Live on a Boat” by Ed 

Robinson.  More like “get an old boat, anchor out, get 

drunk, and fish all day.” 

“Bumfuzzle - Just Out Looking For Pirates” by Patrick 

Schulte.  A 30-something couple quit their very successful 

corporate jobs, buy a catamaran and sail the world with 

zero experience while expressing their superiority to all of 

the other cruisers. 

“Three Years in a Twelve-Foot Boat “ by Steven G. Ladd.  

Not a bad book, I just have trouble with 30 year old guys 

deflowering 16 year old girls and then taking off leaving 

nothing but a crummy poem. 

And finally, the other great books.  I just can’t list them all 

but check these out: 

“Two Years Before the Mast” by Richard Henry Dana, Jr. 

A look at sailing and working a ship in 1840. 

“Across Islands and Oceans” by James Baldwin.  A solo 

sailor in a 28 foot boat. 

“Maiden Voyage” by Tanya Aebi.  An 18 year old girl sets 

off to solo circumnavigate on a 26 foot boat long before 

the 15 year olds with support crews following! 

“Full Circle” by Ellen MacArthur.  For you racers, 

MacArthur has lived and breathed sailing since childhood 

and finished second in the Vendee-Globe solo around the 

world race at 24. 

“A Voyage for Madmen” by Pete Nichols chronicling the 

first, solo, around the world sailboat race. 

“Gipsy Moth Circles the World” by Sir Francis Chichester.  

65 year old Chichester sets off 

around the world, alone, the wrong 

way (east) following the path of the 

clipper ships.   

“Chasing The Horizon: The Life And 

Times Of A Modern Sea Gypsy” by 

Cap'N Fatty Goodlander.  I love 

Cap’n Fatty.  He’s lived on a boat 60 

of his 69 years.  I read his columns 

as soon as Cruising World comes.  

This book is my favorite. 

“COLREGS - International 

Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea” by the 

USCG.  If you really want to know the laws regarding 

boating right of way, this is the law. 

And there are so many more….  Maybe you can share 

your favorites on our CYCT Facebook page.  I’ll see you 

out there sailing, and if not, grab a good book! 

Ken St. John 

S/V Naughty By Nature 

http://threesheetsnw.com/naughtybynature/2014/04/20/the-end-is-near/
http://threesheetsnw.com/naughtybynature/2014/04/20/the-end-is-near/

