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 Congratulations and wel-

come to 2016.  I hope that 

everyone's holiday went as 

well as can be expected with 

the influx of Christmas Par-

ties, relatives, family obliga-

tions, shopping, and all of 

those things that make the 

holiday season like no other.  

Now that we survived, it is 

time to jump right into 

2016.... 

But first......... 

The Christmas Party was great.  Good food - great people.  

I did notice a theme with the white elephant gifts, most 

tended to lean towards consumable liquids.  Some were big 

(Thanks for stealing the big bottle of wine from my wife.......) 

to some very tasty distilled treats.  For those of you who 

could not make it, we hope to see you at the next one! 

Then, just a few weeks later, off to the clubhouse for New 

Years...... a very determined crowd braved the cold temper-

atures (Well, it is winter after all)..... The fire raged, the 

treats kept our bellies filled, and the laughter got us through 

the countdown to 2016. 
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2016 CYCT Officers & Board Members 

I have to say, that I am very excited for this year.  Just 

before New Years, we had a brainstorming session with 

the board members and you’ll want to stay tuned in for 

some exciting happenings this year.  We will continue to 

build on the past year (thank you again to Paul Case's 

leadership) and make this year one to remember.  But 

with that, there is always going to be some growing pains 

along the way. 

First of all, we have the saga of Romeo Charlie, which 

continues into 2016 after very few bites on Craigslist.  

We have decided to go the eBay route, but are making 

plans in the event that the vessel does not go to a new 

owner. But at the same time, we need to address a re-

placement.  At the last Board Meeting, it was decided to 

put forward a motion to the members that would allow 

the club to move forward with the purchase of a new boat 

from our cash reserves.    This will be discussed at the 

January meeting and if you have any comments bring 

them to the meeting.  By the way - a shout out to Joe 

Salz for taking on this endeavor.  It has not been easy, 

but I am hopeful that we will get through this soon. 

Second, we have the sale of the Junior boats, both La-

sers and Optis.  There have been a few members that 

have requested the opportunity to purchase them, and 

those people will be notified this month to come and pick 

up the boats.  To those in the club, after the middle of 

this month, we will move forward with sales to the public.  

I will say it again, my hope is that with the money collect-

ed from the sales, that CYCT will be able to provide fund-

ing for member’s children to get into sailing just like I did 

back in 1978.    

(Continued on page 3) 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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Back in 1978......... That's when this all started for me, and 

here I am as Commodore.  It seems a bit surreal to me 

(And probably to a number of you as well) that I have been 

involved with this as long as I have.  I have seen the ebb 

and flow of interest in sailing and in Yacht Clubs, and I am 

determined for this year to be a FLOW - and I am going to 

look to all of you to help as much as you can to make this a 

great year.  If you can donate only 5 minutes, we will find a 

way to make that 5 minutes productive. 

CYCT is made up of a bunch of great people, and we need 

to let others who are into sailing know that you are not go-

ing to find a better bunch of sailors to be around, to learn 

from, to grow with, and to enjoy the water with.  I feel confi-

dent that this year we will step things up a notch.  How you 

might ask?  Well, here are just a few items... 

.........A number of CYCT boats are already signed up for 

both Daffodil Weekend (April 15 through 17) and Opening 

day at Seattle Yacht Club (May 6 through 8).  And there is 

a lot of discussion going on as far as how to make this a 

great time.  More will come out in January because both of 

these are only a few months away ..... 

..... other cruise weekends are going fast, so two things to 

do here - one is to sign up and take one on as the week-

end's cruise director and two is to mark your calendars.  

Contact Angie Morales fast..... 

..... We have a bunch of ideas floating around on how to 

boost our apparel, with Jennifer Tenney taking the lead. 

More information to come on that.... 

.....Racing starts up very soon, and we are looking to have 

a good year on the course (OK, just putting in my order for 

wind now.....).  You will see a few changes coming along 

with respect to racing this year, but most will be after our 

first series that starts this month. 

..... Our new Membership Chair, the VanRavenswaays, are 

ready to challenge everyone to bring new members into the 

club and also reengage with those who may have been out 

for a few years...... 

.....and that is just the start! 

So everyone, jump start your minds and bring us any ide-

as that we can use to grow our club and provide even 

more benefits to the members. But most of all, come on 

out and play with your club mates - either at a CYCT race 

or a CYCT cruise.  I specifically want to remind those 

"Crew" members, there is no reason why you should 

avoid coming to a cruise, it is a great way to interact with 

members and you never know, you might just get invited 

to race on another boat......... 

With all of that being said, and how busy we will all be, I 

am also busy this month.  Gardyloo will be getting an en-

gine replaced which I hope is done by February 1st.  So 

Aubre and I are planning on how to get back on the 

course and off to the cruises after a three-month hiatus.  

Cannot tell you how much we are looking forward to that.   

But before the boat is ready to roll, I think we have a little 

party on January 23rd at TYC.... you know.... to celebrate 

the incoming commodore........ And I am hoping to see 

everyone there. 

Welcome to 2016! 

  

Eric Nelson 

Commodore 

S/V Gardyloo 
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Vice 

Commodore 

 

Repair, Prepare and Fanfare 

Since the  Lovely and Gra-

cious Mrs. St. John is a labor 

and delivery nurse, I am very 

familiar with the three tri-

mesters; weary, cheery and 

dreary.  In the Corinthian 

Yacht Club, the three years of 

commodoring could be called; 

repair, prepare and fanfare. 

Generally in our club, as in many other yacht clubs, one 

“moves through the chairs.”  That is, one serves as Rear 

Commodore, then Vice Commodore, and finally commo-

dore.  The Rear Commodore handles the club assets - 

(clubhouse, bulletin board) and club reciprocals.  The Vice 

Commodore arranges meeting speakers and prepares a 

leadership team for the next year in which he or she will be 

Commodore.  Once Commodore, your duties are to ham-

mer a gavel twice a meeting, be honored at a big party and 

get special honors at opening day ceremonies and the like. 

Repair, prepare and fanfare. 

In truth, the real goal is to reach the rank of Past Commo-

dore, a position with all of the pomp and none of the re-

sponsibility. 

Welfare? 

Well I made it through that first year.  I’m happy with the 

work that we as a club did painting and cleaning the club-

house.  It looks great and I appreciate it every time I am at 

the marina (which is often.)  I couldn’t have done it without 

all who came to help.  The bulletin board was also painted 

and rebuilt as the years and rain had taken its toll.  If we all 

help Don out with a day of repair in 2016, Rear Commodore 

Kimball ought to get off pretty easy. 

I’m not too worried about the Commodore year of the job.  

Being the grandson of a carpenter, son of a carpenter, for-

mer carpenter, I figure I can swing a gavel as well as the 

next guy. 

It’s this year of Vice Commodore that has had me worried - 

get a speaker every month!  Oh my.  Well I want to tell you 

that, so far, it hasn’t been nearly as difficult as I expected.  

If fact pretty much everyone I have asked has said “yes” 

which means that we have some pretty exciting speakers 

coming up.  Here is what we have in store so far: 

 January Wesley Wendhardt,  

Executive Director of the Foss Waterway 

Seaport  

 February Catherine Collins 

Executive Director, Sound Experience 

(The schooner Adventuress) 

 March Laird Hail 

Director, Puget Sound Vessel Traffic 

Service  

USCG Sector Puget Sound 

 April Open 

 May Daniel Lochner, Skipper - SSS Odyssey 

Each of the speakers has something to tell us about sail-

ing in our local waters, and each from a slightly different 

angle.  I hope that you will make an effort to come out 

and see our speakers.  Our general meetings which are 

held on the second Monday of the month are a great time 

to get together with your fellow sailors and hear some 

super speakers. 

Finally, if you really want to get to know other club mem-

bers better, the are so many ways to get involved.  Talk 

to Eric or I about serving on the board of in a chair posi-

tion or talk to Angie Morales about hosting a cruise. 

Here’s to a great 2016.  Two more years until I get to the 

“welfare” portion of the job! 

 

Ken St. John 

Vice Commodore 

S/V Naughty By Nature 

Gardyloo Consulting LLC 

Eric Nelson - Manager 

253-380-3947  gardyconsult@gmail.com  

Residential and Commercial New and Renovation Work 

Construction Management and Estimating, Constructability Reviews, Site 

Planning, Work Scope Development 

Erosion and Sediment Control Design, Review, and Monitoring 

mailto:gardyconsult@gmail.com
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Racing 

HELLO 2016… 

echo..echo..echo..  I find my-

self in a new and challenging 

position. What’s up with this 

uniform thing? Last time I had 

one of these on it was 1968-

ish? As the butterflies clear 

away, I ponder how can I help 

improve the club? Oh yes I 

have the responsibility of the 

club house and am well engaged in the great rodent bat-

tle. Next, is make sure all our reciprocal agreements are 

intact.  

The new board had a first informal get together. Many 

ideas were tossed around. I see a lot of imagination and 

energy. I will be looking for ways to encourage the meld-

ing of CYCT’s racing and cruising programs. Maybe 

elapsed time races to cruising destinations or ???? Any 

Rear 

Commodore ideas?  

It looks to be a fun year. We will see you on the water.  

 

 

Don Kimball 

Rear Commodore CYCT 

S/V Kool Cat 

IT’S COMING... IT’S 

COMING… Yes, boy and girls, 

it is almost Race Time. Time to 

go see if the boat is still 

floating. Find that copy of the 

Racing Rules of Sailing and 

see if the engine starts. First 

up will be the Harbor Series. 

Number one will be the 

Quartermaster Harbor Race, 

January 30
th
. Start line at Browns Point and finish at Thea 

Foss. Check www.cyct.com for details.  

Your Race Committee is always looking for help to share 

the load. We are exploring ways of having racers 

occasionally serve on Romeo Charlie. Speaking of Romeo 

Charlie; The board is in search of the next Romeo Charlie. 

Our current boat is becoming the proverbial “hole in the 

water” and it is past time to stop the bleeding. Until that 

occurs you will see Cool Kat standing on station at the 

start line. Okay sailors let’s get at it.  

Let’s go Racing! 

 

Don Kimball 
Fleet Captain - Racing 
S/V Kool Cat 

Join us for the 2016 

CYCT Race Season! 
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ADVERTISE IN THE MAINSHEET 

A Business card size ad costs only $50 a 

year and goes to support CYCT! 

 

It’s Easy - Just give Ken St. John 

your ad copy and a check for $50 

made out to CYCT 

SAVE THE DATE! 

February 20 and 21 

Dock Street Marina on the 
lovely Tacoma waterfront 

 

Study up and come to this 
annual event to prove that you 

are not a Bad Captain! 

Watch for details 

 

Hosted by USCG licensed, not a 
Bad Captain, Ken St. John and 
the Lovely and Gracious Mrs. 

St. John 

 

mailto:drkimball@comcast.net
http://www.cyct.com/racing/
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Corinthian Yacht Club of Tacoma 
Takes Pleasure in Inviting You! 

 

42nd Annual Commodore’s Ball 
In Honor of 

Commodore Eric Nelson 

January 23rd, 2016 
 

Tacoma Yacht Club 
5401 North Waterfront Drive 

Tacoma, WA  98407 
 

6:00 Social Hour, Cash Bar 
7:00 Dinner 

8:00-11:00 Program and Dancing to The Tropics 
Attire:  Formal to Semi-Formal 

Response Card Enclosed 
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Date Day Race Name Series Length 

January 30 Saturday Quartermaster Harbor Harbor Series #1 12.9 NM 

February 13 Saturday Gig Harbor Harbor Series #2 12.1 NM 

February 27 Saturday Zenith harbor Harbor Series #3 16.4 NM 

April 13 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

April 16 Saturday Spring Singlehand Doublehand   8.3 NM 

April 20 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

April 27 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

May 4 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

May 11 Wednesday Spring Series Windseekers 90 Min 

May 18 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

May 25 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 1 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 8 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 15 Wednesday Late Spring Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 22 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

June 25 Saturday Manzanita   Margarita  3 Hour Tour #1 10.3 NM 

June 29 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 6 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 9 Saturday Ruston Classic 3 Hour Tour #2 6.3 NM 

July 13 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 20 Wednesday Summer Series Windseekers 120 Min 

July 27 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 3 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 10 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 17 Wednesday Late Summer Series Windseekers 90 Min 

August 20 Saturday Vashon Challenge   33 NM 

September 3 Saturday Windseekers Awards Race 3 Hour Tour #3 4.8 NM 

September 17 Saturday Point Robinson Point Series #1 13.2 NM 

October 1 Saturday Point Defiance Point Series #2 12.1 NM 

October 8 Saturday Sailors Memorial Singlehand   6.7 NM 

October 15 Saturday Neill Point Point Series #3 10.7 NM 

October 29 Saturday Browns Point Point Series #4 11.7 NM 

2016 CYCT Racing Schedule 
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December 31, 2015 CYCT 

Un-cruise  

The weather Gods smiled 

upon us as CYCT members 

gathered for our New Year’s 

Eve party.  The food was 

plenty, the libations flowed, 

and so did the music from 

Don Taco.  The fire pit 

roared and kept us warm. At 

the stroke of midnight the champagne corks popped and so 

did the streamers and 2015 was no more. Welcome 2016! 

I am an observer by nature and I couldn't help to reflect on 

this year’s cruises. I love seeing our members enjoy them-

selves. Participating in games and songs. I feel it brings us 

closer and when we talk to one another we find commonali-

ties. We are then friends. We share ourselves. It's a beauti-

ful thing.  

Rich and I have enjoyed immensely being Fleet Captains 

Cruising for the past two years.  We will carry on for the 

next 2 years and hope to get those who have not hosted a 

cruise to do so. We will help you in any way possible. Thank 

you for a wonderful 2015 Cruise season. We have an excit-

ing calendar of cruises for 2016.  Drop me a line if you’d like 

to host or help out. 

Cruising 

Hosting a Cruise? What you need to know 

The budget for a Two (2) day cruise is $200.00. The 

budget for a Three(3) day cruise is $300.00.  The budg-

ets include prizes for games, food, and room rent-

al.  Choose a cruise date from the Cruise Calendar and 

contact me.  

Theme cruises can be fun but are not required.  Pirate, 

Mardi Gras, Casino, Chili Cook-Off, Hawaiian to name a 

few have been successful. If a holiday is in the month 

you choose, build on that.  If you choose a marina for a 

destination, be sure to call first. They may require a de-

posit and the number of possible boats to dock. Be sure 

to include the cost of moorage and the particulars of the 

cruise in the Mainsheet at least one month in advance. 

Ken St. John's email is kennethstjohn@gmail.com.  

Anchoring out is the least expensive. Potlucks work well 

in all cruises. A game or two can be fun.  Check for all 

cruise supplies in the CYCT Clubhouse. Angie or Rich 

can let you in. Be sure to include a small breakfast on the 

last day. Continental Breakfast is good. Save ALL re-

ceipts and turn them into Dana Bachellerie-Gage, Treas-

urer, at a Club General Meeting. She will cut you a check 

at the meeting.  

Rich and I will always be available to help you. Don't be 

shy to ask for help. Contact number, 253-335-4859 

(Angie). The objective is to have FUN! Let's do it!' 

 

Fair winds, 

Rich and Angie Morales 

Fleet Captains Cruising 

S/V Arabesque  

February 20-21 4th Annual Bad Captain's Cruise St. Johns 

April 15-17 Daffodil Parade Cruise No Host 

May 6-8 Opening Day Cruise No Host 

May 28-30 Memorial Day Cruise Open 

June 25-26 Father's Day Cruise Tenneys 

July 2-4 July 4th Cruise No Host 

July 23-24 2nd Annual Zombie Cruise MacAdams 

August 13-14 4th Annual Wine, Wind and Song Cruise St. Johns 

September 3-5 Labor Day Cruise Open 

October 22-23 Wineseekers Cruise Eric and Aubrey Nelson 

November 19-20 Wacky Commodore's Cruise Open 

December 31 Uncruise No Host 

2016 CYCT Cruise Calendar 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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Members 

Abroad 

Bev and Lew Channing 

S/V Suzanne 

 

www.sailblogs.com/

member/channing/  

Dennis and Becky Flannigan 

S/V Kokomo 

After 10 years of dream-
ing we are off. Follow 
along as we move 
about the globe fixing 
our boat in different cul-
tures and exotic places.  

http://

www.kokomosailing.com/ 

Happy 2016 

CYCT Style! 
Photos courtesy of the Morale’s 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/channing/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
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Check CYCT.com for additional information on meetings and races Photo by   Ken St. John 

January 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

7 PM General 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

7 PM Board 
Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

Quartermaster 

Harbor 

Harbor Series # 1 

42nd Annual   

Commodore’s Ball 

TYC 

February 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

7 PM General 
Meeting       

(Johnny’s) 

7 PM Board 
Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

Gig Harbor 

Harbor Series # 2 

Zenith Harbor 

Harbor Series # 3 

4th Annual Bad 

Captains Cruise 

Dock Street 

4th Annual Bad 

Captains Cruise 

Dock Street 

February’s Speaker 

Catherine Collins 

Executive Director, Sound Experience  

(The schooner Adventuress) 
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Saw it on facebook  
Please contact Julie regarding members 

who could use a little “sunshine”. 

Julie St. John      

S/V Naughty By Nature 

juliesgarden@gmail.com  

253-632-3273 

Happy Birthday to our CYCT 

Members 

Sunshine 

 

On The Cover 

Ron and Con-

nie Holbrook’s 

Constellation 

Photo by Carol 

MacKinnon 

CYCT has a Facebook page open only to 

members of the CYCT!  To join, search for  the 

group “Corinthian Yacht Club Tacoma” and 

request membership. 

BRRRRRRRR 

Bob Crews January 10 

Ron Holbrook January 13 

Joe Salz January 13 

Fred Ahrens January 15 

Kurt Kulesza January 19 

Greg Sandwick January 28 

mailto:juliesgarden@gmail.com
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Secretary 

CYCT General Meeting 2015 - No Reports (Christmas Potluck) 

 

Cindy Craig  

Outstanding Crew Member of the Year  

Respite, Chris and Janet Wenderoth 

Cruisers of the Year 

Arabesque, Angie Morales 

Sue Edwards Spirit Award  

Tatoosh, Brock and Janice VanRavenswaay 

Family of the Year  

GraceE, Brian and Cheryl White 

Pat Nelson Memorial Club Racer of the Year  

Kool Kat, Don and Debbie Kimball 

Boat of the Year  

Not Shown 

USYRU Sportsman of the Year and 

Outstanding Racer of the Year 

Ron and Connie Holbrook – 

Constellation  
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Basic Rules 

 You must be a CYCT member or sponsored by a CYCT member to post an item. 

 Each month the CYCT posting member must submit their items for sale before the last week of each month (send your post to                       

kennethstjohn@gmai.com ). 

 Items must be submitted each month or they will not be reposted. 

 You are responsible to sell your item so you must include your contact information (items without contact information will not be posted). 

For Sale 
Red Splash $59,950  

Red Splash is 1989 X-342 spirited racer 
cruiser 

18 hp Volvo diesel 

Good sail inventory 

Folding prop     

Dinghy  

Contact Don McAdams at 253-250-1346 

Sail, Mast, Boom, Rudder, Center Board for an El Toro dinghy 

$200 

 The sail was purchased second hand by me and is clean and in 

very good shape. 

 The mast and boom are constructed of laminated fir/hemlock 

and waterproof glue. They are very lightly used and include 

running rigging for the halyard, main sheet and vang. 

 The center board is marine plywood and fir/hemlock joined with 

waterproof glue and lightly used. 

 The rudder is marine plywood and fir/hemlock joined with 

waterproof glue. It includes pintels (gudgeons are also available. 

The tiller is oak. This assembly is lightly used. 

If you have an El Toro shell and lack all of the 

bits and pieces to sail it - here they are.  

Ken St. John - kennethstjohn@gmail.com 

mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
mailto:kennethstjohn@gmail.com
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The View From the Rear 
(Musings of a Casual Racer) 

Disengage.  She was not done with her cantankerous 

ways. 

Looking at the clock and doing complex math I observed: 

“By time we get to The Tides and eat, we’ll be coming 

back in the dark!  Let’s go to The Ram instead.” 

So we alter course, I engage the autopilot (maybe she’ll 

like this direction.)  She didn’t, although now she’s turning 

starboard! 

I notice we’ve turned into the wind.  I notice this because 

IT’S COLD!  Perhaps we have enough wind to sail.  I’m 

not sure because the wind-o-meter is not reading.  At 

least it agrees with the knot meter which is also not 

reading - time for the old tooth brush to clean the stuff 

growing on the paddle wheel. 

“We could just eat at home,” the L and G offers. 

Seeing the wisdom in her words, I set a course for Tyee - 

a course which happens to be a direct intercept for a tug 

and barge.  We are going slightly faster and I think we 

can clear, but one thing hauling loads of passengers 

teaches you, go for the sure thing.  Let the tug pass in 

front. 

While waiting for the tug I think “Maybe if I shut the 

engine off and back on, the autopilot well behave.” 

So I shut her down.  Then I turn on the key. 

Nothing! 

Dang - no wind.  No engine.  It takes several tries before,  

suddenly, Ugly Betty comes back to life as if nothing 

happened.  

Didn’t fix the autopilot though. 

We did make it back to our slip without a hitch. 

The fog never did lift. 

I made us lunch at home. 

I have a new to do list. 

I learned a valuable lesson: Never say “Everything on 

our boat works!” 

Here’s to a wonderful new year of boating. 

Ken St. John 

S/V Naughty By Nature 

Be Careful What You 

Say 

Last Friday we took the 

Naughty boat out.  She’d 

been at the dock for two 

months - the longest 

we’ve ever gone without 

taking her out.  We’ve had 

some really yucky 

weather and a bunch of 

scheduling conflicts that 

kept getting in the way.  But this day we were conflict free.  

The fog was doing it’s best to lift.  We could see blue sky 

peaking through.  Sure, there wasn’t a breath of wind.  

“How about a motorboat ride to The Tides?” I asked the 

lovely and gracious Mrs. St. John. 

After a little hemming and hawing she agreed and we were 

off.  Naughty is always in a state of readiness and with little 

effort Ugly Betty the engine roared to life and we were off 

and on our way. 

There was plenty of commercial traffic and the fog 

remained, but not so much that visibility was impaired and 

so we set a course to Gig Harbor.  The tide was favorable 

both ways and the air much warmer than I expected. 

As we settled into our rhythm we talked about the day, the 

water, boating, and others boats.  I mentioned that our new 

commodore was yanking his engine that very day and then 

I made a big mistake. 

“Everything on our boat works!” I said. 

Almost as if on cue, Gertie the autopilot turned the wheel to 

port.  What the??? 

Onto standby, restore the course, push the button and back 

on autopilot. 

That was weird! 

And she did it again. 

I turned  the autopilot off and on.  I went in circles to allow 

the compass to calibrate.  I moved the boat hook which I’d 

placed right over the brains of the autopilot.  All to no avail!  

Finally I turned the wheel over to the L and G Mrs. St. John 

and decided to focus on something else. 

I went down below to switch over a valve on the waste 

system.  The valve was very stiff and then, suddenly, it 

turned with great ease. 

“The handle on the valve is stripped out,” I commented to 

the L and G as I came back on deck, took over the wheel, 

and engaged the autopilot. 

Hard to port. 


